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Congratulations to our 2023 Officer Line 
A great installation! 

http://www.MedfordLodge178.com
mailto:secretarymedford178@gmail.com


Greetings Brethren, 
 
As Freemasons, we are briefly introduced to As-
tronomy during our engagements as a Fellowcraft. Among the many 
Sciences presented to us that evening, it continues to hold onto its 
grand mysteries. With telescopes, we gaze deep into history- at light 
from stars long past- the remnants of which exist in each and every 
one of us. With rockets and satellites, we reach out to the nearby 
planets. Those celestial bodies, which are so close to us in scale, are 
still, so far. And it is only with great undertaking, and with great ef-
fort, that we are able break the surly bonds of Earth, to travel the 
cosmos. 
 
It is through the careful study and application of Arithmetic and Ge-
ometry, that we are able to outline and discern Astronomy’s secrets. 

Through which we attempt to unravel its mysteries, and by extension, we try to understand 
our Creator’s Wondrous works. We exist in an age where we now know more about Astrono-
my than what our forefathers knew about the seas they traveled upon. Where the sextant 
once used the Moon and stars to guide Man on Earth’s surface, we live in a time where Man 
has left their impressions on the face of the Moon. And yet, the more knowledge we gain 
about the Heavens, the more we understand how vast and infinite our Universe truly is, and 
so little of it that we actually know. 
 
And so, Brethren, a new age of exploration is dawning. One that promises new horizons and 
discoveries beyond imagination. And it is hoped that the divine light continues to guide us 
into its vast expanse. 
 
“What will be the next thing that challenges us, (...)That makes us go farther and work hard-
er? (...) as we did in the times when our eyes looked towards the heavens and, with out-
stretched fingers, we touched the face of God.” 
(“The Crackpots and These Women'' The West Wing - Sorkin & Darzan 1999) 

 
Fraternally, 

WM Rigil Abellanosa 
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Dates to Remember - January 2023 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Tuesday 3rd 6:30 PM  
19th District—District Lodge of Instruction 

Dinner 6:30pm       DLI 7:00pm 
Officers: Mandatory All Others Welcome 

Dress: Business 

Central Lodge 
23 Plum Street 

Southampton, NJ 08088 

Monday  9th 6:30 PM 
Medford Regular Communication 

Dinner 6:30pm / Lodge opens 7:30pm 
Dress Officers: Formal  / Masons: Business 

Dinner Catered by Femmina - Bro. Franco Coppola 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

Monday 23rd 6:30 PM 
Officer Rehearsal 

EA Rehearsal 
All Officers Encouraged to Attend. 

All Master Masons Welcome 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

This is a link to all the 19th District Upcoming Events 
http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/ 

Lodge Dues: You can now pay your dues on PayPal 
2023 Dues are $158 full membership/ $85 Dual / $73 Senior Members 

DUES LINK 

http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/
http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/
https://paypal.com/donate/?'hosted_button_id'=CUZ9XQ5ELCM26&source=url
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PETITION FOR MEMBERSHIP: 

Mr. Robert Foster, Registered Nurse REF Homecare, Medford, NJ 
Phillip A. DiCarlo, Software Engineer, Lockheed Martin, Medford, NJ 

In Waiting to Receive the EA Degree: 
Mr. Joseph Vazquez 
Mr. Skyler J. Whitney 
Mr. Keith Egan 

In Waiting to Receive the FC Degree:  

In Waiting to Receive the MM Degree:  

Master Mason Exam 
Brother Vincent J. Pichini III  

Making Good Men Better 

Brother Years Brother Years Brother Years 

Wallace Cabler 40 Richard Godin 50 Frederick Tantleff 21 
Todd Cottle 8 Andrew Kean 19 Paul J Thompson 27 

Alan Craine 33 Robert Marter 30 Daniel Weaver 27 
Jack A. Crosby 33 Rocco Marvaldi 24 K Charles Westen 27 
A John Ellor 25 Nicolas L. Matteo 30 George J Wigginton, 

PM 
30 

Jeffrey Fitzpatrick 8 Charles Parker 27   

January Masonic Birthdays 
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Notes from the Worshipful Master: 
 

Brethren, December has truly been a 
whirlwind of a month. Many thanks 
to those Brethren who came out to 
our Annual Meeting, and to the well-
wishers who were unable to attend. 
A special thanks to my Installation 

Team; WB Christian Stebbins (Beverly-Riverside #107), WB 
Daniel O’Brien, WB David Carvin, RW Howard Black III, and 
WB George Wigginton. 

Aside from the many installations in the district, I am happy 
to have participated in our 2nd annual Holiday Charity Lunch-
eon, which I hope becomes a lasting tradition.  Thanks again 
to the Brethren who reached out to the families in need, and 
to those who attended the luncheon. Br. JW, Rudy Hatala de-
serves special mention, as he was the primary organizer, and 
the one to hit the ground running for this event. 

I would also like to take this moment to thank you, the Brethren, for being a part of this Lodge. 
Without you there would be no Medford #178. Thank you for being a part of our Fraternity. The 
future looks busy for us at 25 Bank Street, we have a number of petitions waiting in the wings, as 
well as a few events on the horizon, including our Annual Masonic Shoot on April 29th. I hope to 
see you all there. 

 
 
 

Rigil A. 

      WM Rigil Abellanosa 
——————————————————————————————————————————— 
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Notes from the Senior Warden: 
Did you know… 
 
As Freemasons we are often reminded 
that many famous and important Broth-
ers have contributed to the success of 
the United States of America in a variety 
of ways.  We know about George Wash-
ington, Benjamin Franklin, John Paul 
Jones and many other great leaders but, 

Did you know… 
 
Freemasons have contributed to many areas of science and 
knowledge. This is just a sampling of the Brethren that have con-
tributed to the success of the moon landing and NASA programs. 

This Brother was the second man to step on the moon’s surface in 
the Apollo 11 lunar landing and was a member of Clear Lake 
Lodge No. 1417 of Seabrook, Texas, as well as a member of the 
Scottish Rite bodies. Not well known is the fact is that he carried a 
double-headed eagle banner of the Scottish Rite, with an inset 
square and compasses and Grand Commander’s emblem, on his 
journey.  Acting under special deputation of the Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodge of Texas, Tranquility Lodge No. 2000 was founded in the Sea of Tranquility, 
though “meeting in Texas until a proper lodge room is constructed on the moon.” 

Illustrious Edwin Eugene “Buzz”  Aldrin Jr., 33°, was raised to the Master Mason  
 degree at Lawrence N. Greenleaf Lodge No. 169 in Colorado in 1956.  

This Brother initially achieved fame as the third American to be launched into space and the first 
American to orbit the earth in February of 1962.  He belonged to Concord Lodge No. 688 in New 
Concord, Ohio, and eventually served as a prominent United States senator and as a presidential 
candidate. He also came out of retirement to fly on a space shuttle in 1998, in part to conduct re-
search on spaceflight and aging; he currently holds the record for being the oldest person ever to 
fly in space. 

Illustrious John H. Glenn, Jr., 33°, petitioned Concord Lodge No. 688 in 1964 in his 
hometown of New Concord, Ohio. He was raised to Master Mason, 14 years later, due to his 
busy NASA schedule and Senatorial duties in 1978. 

This Brother piloted the “Faith 7” spacecraft on a 22-orbit mission which concluded Project Mercury 
in May of 1963. He followed up this flight in August of the same year, commanding the two-man 
Gemini V mission. During Gemini V flight he, like Bro. Aldrin six years later, carried a Masonic flag 
in his personal possessions during the mission.  Towards the end of his return flight, there were 
mission-threatening technical problems he had to overcome: the capsule suffered a power failure, 
carbon dioxide levels began rising and the cabin temperature jumped to over 38°C (100°F). 
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Notes from the Senior Warden: 
 
 
Did you know… (continued) 
 
He used his understanding of star patterns, took manual control and successful-
ly estimated correct re-entry into the atmosphere. He drew lines on the capsule 
window to help him check his orientation before firing re-entry rockets. “So I 
used my wrist watch for time,” he later recalled. “My eyeballs out the window for 
attitude. Then I fired my retrorockets at the right time and landed right by the 

carrier.” 
 

Illustrious Leroy Gordon “Gordo” Cooper, Jr., 33°, was raised in Carbondale Lodge No. 92 of 
Carbondale, Colorado in 1965. 

Source: Dreisonstok, M. (2019). Freemasonry and the 50th Anniversary of the Lunar Land-
ing. Scottish Rite Journal, Southern Jurisdiction. September-October. pg. 4-6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hugh C. 

      SW Hugh Christine 
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Notes from the Junior Warden: 
 
As 2022's calendar year has come to 
a close. I personally, always like to 
reflect and take a "mental inventory" 
of all that has occurred this past year. 
Whether it be my masonic duties, 
events or obligations, my personal 
family moments with my children 

growing up, loss, coaching moments, or lastly my profession-
al growth and development with helping the sick and af-
firmed.  
 

This time of year, often brings to thought the changing 
of the season, like the cyclical birth and death of the mythical 
phoenix whose immortal life is constantly starting anew. To 
me it represents my personal journey, the year prior is being 
shed and preparing myself for the adventures of the ensuing 
year. I encourage everyone to do the same! As many of us 
know, all too well when the grand artificer calls us to the 
lodge on high, we all look back and hope to have lived a full life without regret. Now is the time to 
remember and enjoy those thoughts and feelings not at the last fleeting moments of life.  
 

I implore you never live your life with regret. Every decision you have made has led you to 
this moment and made you the brother you are today. Brethren, as this masonic and calendar 
year begins, I look forward to all the moments we will share together this masonic year.  

 
As the phoenix sheds its old self to rise anew so do five new candidates, shed their old 

lives to begin their masonic journeys to becoming better men and brethren. (EA degree February 
20th 2023). 
 

Rudy H.  

      JW Rudy Hatala 
——————————————————————————————————————————— 
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2023 Medford Lodge Officers 

Committees 

Worshipful Master 

WM Rigil Abellanosa

Senior Warden 

Hugh Christine

Junior Warden 

Rudolph “Rudy” Hatala 

Treasurer

WB Daniel O’Brien

Email: Treasurer.Medford178@gmail.com 

Secretary 

RW Howard Black III, PGMar  

Email:  secretarymedford178@gmail.com 

Senior / Junior Deacon 

Joseph “Kip” Duffy

Michael Chadwick 

Senior / Junior Master of Ceremonies

George Massey
Todd Cottle

Senior / Junior Steward 

Bharat Mehta

Andrew Hobson

Chaplain 

Thomas Beamer

Marshal 

John Farrace

Tyler 

J. Gary Hicks, PM

Historian 

WB J Edward Hunt, PM 

Proxy to Grand Lodge 

Joseph “Kip” Duffy 

Lodge Trustees 

RW Jeremiah Phillips (1) 

Harry Srolovitz (2)

Joseph F. Alter (3) 

Temple Trustees 

WB Frederick C. Young Jr., PM (1)

WB Larry Vernamonti, PM (2) 

WB  John Ellor, PM (3) 

Sickness & Distress 

WB Larry Vernamonti

Rudy Hatala 

RW Jeremiah Phillips 

Audit Committee 

DB Russ Carvin Jr.

William “Bill” Crozier 

Ritual Committee  

WB David Carvin, PM 

WB Daniel O’Brien

RW Jeremiah Phillips 

Relief Committee  

WB Larry Vernamonti 

By-Laws  

WB David Carvin, PM

WB George Wigginton

Hospitality Committee 

WB John Quintana 

RW Jeremiah Phillips 

Franco Coppola, Stewards 

Educator & 1st Responder Scholarship 

Kip Duffy

mailto:rigil.abellanosa@gmail.com?subject=Medford%20TB
mailto:hfchristine@comcast.net?subject=Medford%20TB
mailto:rudolphhatala@gmail.com?subject=Medford%20TB%20
mailto:Treasurer.Medford178@gmail.com?subject=Email%20link%20from%20Trestleboard%20
mailto:secretarymedford178@gmail.com
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Grand Lodge & District Info 
Most Worshipful David L. Tucker 

Grand Master of Masons of the State of New Jersey 
The Grand Lodge of New Jersey 

100 Barrack Street 
Trenton, NJ 08608 

609-239-3937 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masonic Outreach Hotline 
800-792-8690 (NJ Only) 

All others call 609-387-1333  

District Deputy Grand Master 
of the 19th Masonic District 
RW Richard F Labaw Jr. 
31 Tall Timber Lane 
Burlington, NJ 08016-9756 
609-902-7516 (c) 
rflabawjr@comcast.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 

District Ritual Instructor  
of the 19th Masonic District 
RW Steven E. Martin 
17 Devonshire Drive 
Westampton, NJ 08060 
609-440-5269 (c) 
semartin5016@gmail.com 
 
 

Lodges of the 19th District 
Beverly Riverside #107  Medford Lodge #178 

Meets 3rd Thursday  Meets 2nd Monday 

621 Chester Avenue, Riverside, NJ 08075  25 Bank Street, Medford, NJ 08055 
   

Burlington #32  Mount Holly #14 
Meets 2nd Tuesday  Meets 3rd Monday 

2308 Mt Holly Rd, Burlington, NJ 08016  15 Garden Street, Mount Holly, NJ 08060 
 

  

Central #44  Mount Moriah #28 
Meets 3rd Wednesday  Meets 2nd & 4th Wednesday’s 

23 Plum Street, Southampton, NJ 08088  121 Farnsworth Avenue, Bordentown, NJ 08505 
 

  

Maple Shade Moorestown #281   
Meets 3rd Tuesday   

15 North Fellowship Road, Maple Shade, NJ 08052   

mailto:rflabawjr@comcast.net
mailto:semartin5016@gmail.com?subject=From%20Medford%20Lodge
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Past Masters 

In Honor of our Living Past Masters  

Richard S. Dellmyer   1966 (+) 
Calvin Walters   1974 
Robert S. Middleton, PGC  1977, 79 
Richard A. Godin    1980 
Ralph H. Berringer   1980 (D) 
J. Edward Hunt    1981 
John F. Hall, PGC, PDGI  1982 (D) 
Alfred D. “Gov” Gilmour  1985 
Frederick L. Schmidt   1986 
Howard I. Black 3rd, PGMar  1987 
David B. Stoneback   1989 
Richard B. Lechner   1990 
Owen D. Brennan, PGSB  1990 (+) 
William B. Watson   1995 
Dennis J. Coloski   1996 
Charles F. Markelwith   1996 (D) 
Allan D. Kline   1997 (DMT) 
John T. Kubit   1998  
Richard D. Dolbec   1999 (EXP) 
Borys I. Umyn   2000 
George J. Wigginton Jr   2001 
Stephen C. Sweeney   2002 
Peter M. DeStefano   2004 
William J. Ward, Jr.   2005 (A) 
A. John Ellor   2006 (D) 

Conrad Dombkiewicz   2008 
Joseph W. Keresztury Jr.  1976, 2009 (DMT)  
David M. Carvin   2010, 14 
Roy A. Winter, DRI   2010, 14  (D) 
Joseph A. Knecht   2014 (D) 
Mark K. Crosby   2011 
Edwin A. Michaloski   2012 
Daniel L. Nemcek   2013 
Russell A. Bauer, PGC  2015 
Robert Shestack   2016 (D) 
Jeremiah H. Phillips, PJGD  2016 
Jonathan Murray   2017 
Ralph H. Baron    2017 (D) 
Daniel O’Brien   2018 
Frederick C. Young Jr.   2019 
F. Lawrence Vernamonti  2020, 2021 
John A. Quintana   2022 
 

 
 

(+) = Affiliated (DMT) = Demitted (D) = Dual (S) = Suspended (EXP) = Expelled 
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Past Masters 

In Memory of our Deceased Past Masters  

Frank A. Braddock 1903 
Samuel A. Garwood 1904 
William D. Cowperthwait  1904, 40 
J. Maurice Garwood 1905-06 
Harry Brick 1907, 37-38 
Alfred E. Darnell 1909-10 
Carlton J. Garwood 1911 
Charles J. Hollingshead 1912 
Wilbert F. Branin 1913 
C. Edgar Haines 1914 
Albert F. Kirby 1915 
Isaac E. Ballinger 1916 
E. P. Warner 1917 
S. Thackara Haines 1918 
Fred W. Branin 1919 
Charles H. Griscom 1920 
Henry S. Lippincott 1921 
Eckard J. Ballinger 1922 
Clinton H. Cowperthwait, PSGS 1924, 47 

Charles F. Clymer 1925 
George M. Hiles 1926 
Francis Mickle 1927 
William C. Griscom 1928, 39 
Lawrence G. Mingin 1929 
Garfield Alloway 1930 
Harvey Hiles 1931 
Karl G.J. Bingemann 1932 
Charles H. Leeds 1933 
Ralph E. Curry 1934 
Fred R. Boyd 1935 
Robert N. Henderson 1936 
Edwin M. Johnson 1941-44 
George W. Otto (+) 1941 
George Korradi (+) 1942 
Harry T. McNeill 1945-46 
Edwin Holzschuher 1948 
Joseph E. Bealer Jr 1949 
E. Lester Small 1950-51 

Harold S. Farrow 1952 

Charles N. Parker 1953 

Norman R. DeLong 1954 
Henry Emenecker Sr, PGC 1955, 64 
A. Robert Merrion 1956 
Jerald Carey 1957, 63 
Harold E. Easlick PGC 1958, 62 
Kenneth G. Rexon (D) 1958, 80 
Dean W. Cramer (+) 1958 
Gordon L. Beeler 1959 
Herbert M. Hays 1960 
George D. Richer Jr 1961 
Fred A. Sharkey III 1965 
David C. Morton 1966 
Richard S. Dellmyer (+) 1966 
Francis R. Mitchell, PGM 1966 
George W. Beisley 1967-68 
William L. Springman 1969 
Arnold Earle (+) 1969 
Benjamin J. Amadio 1970 
Thomas J. Fitzgerald (+) 1970 
Oscar Cahall 1971 
Carl P. Rehor 1972 
William H. Moffett (+) 1972 
John D. Cooper 1973 
Richard B. Snavely (+) 1974 
Ernest L. Seth 1975 
Frederick D. Domako (D) 1977 
C. William Cornelssen 1978 
Wilheml Launhardt (+) 1980 
Paul D. Garlanger PDDGM (+) 1981 
Russell C.S. Williams 1982 
Orrin Dillabough 1982 (D) 
Joseph W. Siatkowski 1983 
V. James Minerva 1984 
Edwin E. Wood III, PSGM 1988 
Howard I. Black 2nd, PJGS 1991 
Frederick H. Tillwick 1992 
Ronald L. Hodge 1993 
William E. Stockum 2003 
Robert E. Seufert 2003-04 (A) 

Jerry Albrecht 2005 

Thomas Wright II, PJGD 2007 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



 DeMolay New Jersey        New Jersey Rainbow 
 

“In a world too often seen through a screen, DeMolay 
and Rainbow reminds us there are other choices”. 
 
Members of DeMolay (12-21) and Rainbow (11-
20) develop civic awareness through community service 
projects, personal responsibility by planning and  
executing their own activities, and gain self-confidence 
through leadership and public speaking.  

 
For more information on these organizations for your son, daughter, grandchild, niece,  
nephew or neighbor, please call or email me.  
 

RW Rick LaBaw (609-902-7516) rflabawjr@comcast.net 
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Demolay & Rainbow 

CHARITY RAISE:  
WE ARE LOOKING AT RAISING FUNDS FOR OUR 

CHARITY ACCOUNT.   
Our JW Hugh Christine and RW Jeremiah Phillips have 

GRACIOUSLY agreed to help with this fund by matching 
the first $1000 each.  That is 2X each dollar raised.  Please 

send in checks to the secretary and make sure to let him 
know it is a donation for this cause. 

https://www.njdemolay.org/
http://njiorg.org/
mailto:rflabawjr@comcast.net
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Mason of the Month 
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Mason of the Month 
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Annual Masonic Shoot 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=H4BK9YPN94V3U
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Table Chapter 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=H4BK9YPN94V3U
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The Masonic Kilties 
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Winter Seminar 
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Grand Master Trip 
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