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Greetings Brethren, 
 
Dr. Jose P. Risal joined Logia Acacia No. 9 of the Gran Oriente de España in 
Madrid, Spain where he was (presumably initiated) in 1883. In 1889, Risal 
joined Logia Solidaridad in Barcelona where was Raised to the Sublime De-
gree of Master Mason on November 15th, 1890.  
 

Rizal's involvement with Freemasonry began when 
he joined the Masonic Lodge Acacia in Madrid, 
Spain. Freemasonry attracted Rizal because of its 
ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity, which 
aligned with his own aspirations for the Philippines. 
He saw Freemasonry as a means to promote social 
and political reforms in his homeland. 
 

Rizal's association with Freemasonry became a 
subject of controversy during his time and continues 
to spark debates among historians. The Spanish 
colonial authorities, who considered Freemasonry a 

subversive and revolutionary organization, closely monitored Rizal's activities 
and used his Masonic affiliation against him during his trial for sedition and  
rebellion. 
 

Rizal's Masonic connections played a significant role in shaping his views on national identity, freedom, 
and social justice. He advocated for reforms through peaceful means and believed in the power of educa-
tion and enlightenment to uplift the Filipino people. Rizal's writings, including his novels "Noli Me Tangere" 
and "El Filibusterismo," reflect his deep concerns about social inequality and the abuses of colonial rule. 
 

In 1892, Rizal established the La Liga Filipina, a civic organization aimed at seeking political and social re-
forms peacefully. However, his involvement with the group caught the attention of the Spanish authorities, 
who considered it subversive. Rizal was arrested and exiled to Dapitan, a remote town in Mindanao, in the 
southern Philippines. 
 

Despite his exile, Rizal's influence continued to grow, and he remained an iconic figure for the nationalist 
movement. In 1896, the Katipunan, a secret society advocating for armed revolution against Spanish rule, 
began a rebellion. Although Rizal was not directly involved, his association with some members led to his 
arrest on charges of rebellion, sedition, and conspiracy. 
 

Rizal's trial was a sham, and he was found guilty on all charges. On December 30, 1896, he was executed 
by firing squad at Bagumbayan (now known as Luneta Park) in Manila. Moments before his death, Rizal 
showed immense courage and dignity, uttering his final words, "Consummatum est" (It is finished). 
 

In 1993, José Rizal was named the national hero of the Philippines. In 1998, the Philippine government 
and the Philippine Executive Council of Greater Philadelphia dedicated a statue to Rizal along the Cooper 
River in Cherry Hill, New Jersey. Across from the statue is the Bataan Death Memorial. 
 

 
Fraternally, 

WM Rigil Abellanosa 

Message from the East 
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Dates to Remember - June 2023 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Monday 
May  
29th 

9:00 AM 

Medford Memorial Day Parade 
9:00am Setup at Lodge 

11:00am Parade 
12:00pm Lunch and Fellowship at Lodge 

All Welcome—Family and Friends 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

Saturday 3rd 8:00 AM 

Grand Lodge Emergent Communication 
Pending Legislation will be presented and voted on.  

All Brethren are welcome. Worshipful Master, Senior War-
den and Junior Warden are REGUIRED to attend.  

Dress is dark suit and tie.  Apron and jewel of office.   
Reservations are requested through the Member Portal  

Fellowship Center 
1114 Oxmead Rd,  

Burlington, NJ 08016  

Tuesday 6th 6:00 PM  

19th District—District Lodge of Instruction 
Open to Family  

Dinner 6:30pm       DLI 7:00pm 
Masonic Casual 

 
Presentation by Rainbow/DeMolay, presentation be the Order 

of the Eastern Star, Shriner Clowns doing balloon animals, 
presentation by Brother Benjamin Franklin, announcement of 

the 19th District Masonic Association Scholarship, other 
presentations. Culminating with the announcement of 2023  

Beverly Riverside Lodge 
621 S Chester Ave 

Riverside, NJ 08075 

Sunday 11th 6:00 PM 

Officer Rehearsal 
EA Degree and OV Rehearsal 

All Officers Encouraged to Attend. 
All Master Masons Welcome 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

Monday 12th 6:30 PM 

Medford Regular Official Visit 
Dinner 6:30pm / Lodge opens 7:30pm 
Dress Officers: Hawaiian Shirt Night 

Dinner Catered by Femmina - Bro. Franco Coppola 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

Monday  19th 6:15 PM 

Medford Lodge Master Mason Degree 
Dinner 6:15pm / Lodge opens 7:00pm 

Dress Officers: Tux Members: Suit and Tie 
Dinner Catered by Femmina - Bro. Franco Coppola 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

Tuesday  27th 5:00 PM 

19th & 15th District Reception 
$60 Per person reservation required 

Flyer Below 
5:00 Social Hour / 6:00 Dinner / 7:30 Reception 

Crecent Shrine 
700 Highland Ave. 

Westampton, NJ 08060 



Brother Years Brother Years Brother Years 

Jeffrey D. Aaron 17 Stephen David Fuller 14 Richard H Stahl 19 

Jayson G Abadia 4 Thomas Giangiulio 29 Stephen C Sweeney, PM 28 

Rigil Kent Abellanosa 11 John David Jarrell 10 Robert D. Turner 65 

Michael Angermeier 4 Thomas Anton Jereb 4 Boris I Umyn, PM 30 

Richard A Barden 47 Robert Gadsby 6 Kenneth  Wallach 28 

Ralph A. Baron, PM 15 Allan Kline, PM 31 Calvin J Walters 55 

Thomas W Beamer 10 Gilbert J Lattiere 20 Ryan R. Wilno 5 

Howard I. Black 3rd, PGMar 40 Peter J. McKeon 15 John A Wisnoski 21 

Edward Morris Blankley 11  John F Mifka 20 Frederick Charles Young 15 

Michael P Bray 35 Michael Braddock Miller 15   

Owen D Brennan, PGSB 38 Kent Douglas Neiswender 4 July Birthdays  

Phil Ashley Brownridge 13 Jonathan W Parrish 24 Hugh Frank Christine 8 

Michael H Bunks 35 Paul D. Pierce 2 Daniel Patrick Deegan 8 

John M. Colucci 12 John Anthony Quintana, PM 13 G. Bruce Eveland 27 

William John Crowe 11 Salvatore Russomanno 16 Rudolph Nicolas Hatala 8 

Michael J Dariano 6 Alexander L Samuelian 40 Jonathan Phillips 10 

Andrew  Drysdale Jr. 42 Samuel V Samuelian Jr. 40 Jesse H. Roberts 27 

Joseph F Duffy IV 6 George P Scelso, DB 19 Dylan Andrew Wallach 8 

Robert W Emenecker Sr. 46 Brad T. Skiles 25   

Masonic Birthdays 

Medford Lodge No. 178 
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PETITION FOR MEMBERSHIP: 

Thakor Bulsara           Age 74    Voorhees NJ   
William P. Linhart      Age 44    Medford NJ 
Thomas Slaterbeck     Age 60    Medford Lakes NJ 
Richard J. Weldon      Age 23    Medford NJ 

In Waiting to Receive the EA Degree: 
 

In Waiting to Receive the FC Degree: 

Brother Joseph Vazquez 
Brother Phillip A. DiCarlo 

In Waiting to Receive the MM Degree: 

Brother Skyler J. Whitney 
Brother Keith Egan 
Brother Robert Foster 

Master Mason Exam 
Brother Vincent J. Pichini III  

Making Good Men Better 
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Notes from the Wor-
shipful Master: 

 
starting their new lives at new schools, uni-
versities, and careers. June 12th also marks 
the day the Philippines declared their inde-

pendence from Spain in 1898. And much like with the United States’ 
independence, several Fremasons were involved with forming the 
movement. 

If this trestleboard finds you before May 29th, we will be participating in 
the Memorial Day Parade and our picnic following after. 
If it finds you after the 29th, it was a wonderful day, the weather good, 
and the food and fellowship was great as always. 

The summer is looking to be busy and bustling. To start it off we will be 
having our Official Visit on the 12th. RW Richard F Labaw Jr. District Dep-
uty Grand Master of the 19th Masonic District will be in attendance, and 
we will be exemplifying the Entered Apprentice Degree. 

In the week immediately following on the 19th we will be conveying the Master Mason Degree on three candi-
dates. All Master Masons are invited- Working Craftsmen are most welcome! 

We will again have our summer work parties, dates and times to be announced, this years project will primarily fo-
cus on the entryway and stairway leading up to the second floor 

We will also have our annual picnic, details soon to follow. 
 

 

And finally before we break for the summer, I would like to share some music with you all, 
though it may come from a surprising place to some. And I hope it may inspire and comfort you. 

https://youtu.be/sXWAOC5Sy30 
“Even after the darkest nights, morning always comes.” 
- Ace Combat 6: Fires of Liberation 

 

Fraternally Yours, 

 

Rigil Kent Abellanosa 

https://youtu.be/sXWAOC5Sy30


Notes From The Senior Warden 
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Notes from the Senior Warden: 
Did you know… 
 
Born in 1889 in Darby, Pennsylvania this 
Brother as a young boy once traveled to 
New York City to the Trenton Fair with a 
“huckster”.  At the fair his job was to get 
people to play the shell game.    After a 
constable chased him away and arrest-
ed the huckster he decided to go a dif-

ferent path.   
 
He learned to tell stories and developed extraordinary juggling 
skills.  At eighteen he boarded a train for the Vaudeville circuit.  He 
continued developing his “silent” act through 1906 when he turned 
his attention to Broadway.  It was here, after many years, that he 
first spoke on stage using a “muttering” style that helped to con-
ceal a stutter.  He developed a unique drunk-like persona and the 
ability to deliver a line like none before him.  “Horse sense is the 
thing a horse has that keeps it from betting on people.” 
 
While with the Ziegfeld Follies he developed a pool playing skit 
using oddly shaped items.  In later years his juggling and pool skits found their way into his movies. He 
was well known for his appearance as a hard-drinking misanthrope who teetered on the edge of buffoon-
ery but never quite fell in.  
 
Brother William Claude Dunkenfield “W.C. Fields” was raised to Master Mason in 1907 at E. Coppee 
Mitchell Lodge No. 936 (605) in Philadelphia. 
 
Source: Creason, Todd, Famous American Freemasons Volume 1, Moon and Sun, 2011 

 

Hugh C. 

      Hugh Christine, SW 
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Notes from the Junior Warden: 
 
 

Brethren, I would like to start off 
by echoing the sediments of a fel-
low brother for your consideration. 
“The greatest gift of life is friend-
ship and I have received it.”   

Brother Hubert Humphrey 
 
We are about halfway through this year, and it 

seems like only yesterday we were practicing for ad-
vanced stations. This year is flying by and before we 
know it installation will be upon us. I wanted to remind 
everyone that continued focus and perseverance is needed 
to end the year as we started it, on a high note. Even 
though summer vacations will begin soon, Medford 
Lodge continues to be active.  

 
June is a packed month, Medford has a Blood drive June 1st, Open DLI at Beverly-

Riverside on June 6th (Bring your families). Medford’s official visit is June 12th and finally a 
Master Mason degree on the 19th. It takes a village to keep this vast machine running and 
you all make this possible. If your cable tow allows it, consider coming out and joining in 
the fraternally communications and showing your support for your fellow brethren. 

 
These past few months for myself have been hectic and nonstop but it has made me 

realize that friends and brethren will always be ready to help and assist when needed. “What 
we have done for ourselves, dies with us; what we have done for others and the world re-
mains and is immortal.” Brother Albert Pike  

 

Rudy H.  

      JW Rudy Hatala 
——————————————————————————————————————————— 
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2023 Medford Lodge Officers 

Committees 

Worshipful Master 

WM Rigil Abellanosa

Senior Warden 

Hugh Christine

Junior Warden 

Rudolph “Rudy” Hatala 

Treasurer

WB Daniel O’Brien

Email: Treasurer.Medford178@gmail.com 

Secretary 

RW Howard Black III, PGMar  

Email:  secretarymedford178@gmail.com 

Senior / Junior Deacon 

Joseph “Kip” Duffy

Michael Chadwick 

Senior / Junior Master of Ceremonies

George Massey

Todd Cottle

Senior / Junior Steward 

Bharat Mehta

Andrew Hobson

Chaplain 

Thomas Beamer

Marshal 

John Farrace

Tyler 

J. Gary Hicks, PM

Historian 

WB J Edward Hunt, PM 

Proxy to Grand Lodge 

Joseph “Kip” Duffy 

Lodge Trustees 

RW Jeremiah Phillips (1) 

Harry Srolovitz (2)

Joseph F. Alter (3) 

Temple Trustees 

WB Frederick C. Young Jr., PM (1)

WB Larry Vernamonti, PM (2) 

WB  John Ellor, PM (3) 

Sickness & Distress 

WB Larry Vernamonti

Rudy Hatala 

RW Jeremiah Phillips 

Audit Committee 

DB Russ Carvin Jr.

William “Bill” Crozier 

Ritual Committee  

WB David Carvin, PM 

WB Daniel O’Brien

RW Jeremiah Phillips 

Relief Committee  

WB Larry Vernamonti 

By-Laws  

WB David Carvin, PM

WB George Wigginton

Hospitality Committee 

WB John Quintana 

RW Jeremiah Phillips 

Franco Coppola, Stewards 

Educator & 1st Responder Scholarship 

Kip Duffy

mailto:rigil.abellanosa@gmail.com?subject=Medford%20TB
mailto:hfchristine@comcast.net?subject=Medford%20TB
mailto:rudolphhatala@gmail.com?subject=Medford%20TB%20
mailto:Treasurer.Medford178@gmail.com?subject=Email%20link%20from%20Trestleboard%20
mailto:secretarymedford178@gmail.com
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Grand Lodge & District Info 
Most Worshipful David L. Tucker 

Grand Master of Masons of the State of New Jersey 
The Grand Lodge of New Jersey 

100 Barrack Street 
Trenton, NJ 08608 

609-239-3937 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masonic Outreach Hotline 
800-792-8690 (NJ Only) 

All others call 609-387-1333  

District Deputy Grand Master 
of the 19th Masonic District 

RW Richard F Labaw Jr. 
31 Tall Timber Lane 
Burlington, NJ 08016-9756 

609-902-7516 (c) 

rflabawjr@comcast.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 

District Ritual Instructor  
of the 19th Masonic District 

RW Steven E. Martin 
17 Devonshire Drive 
Westampton, NJ 08060 

609-440-5269 (c) 

semartin5016@gmail.com 
 
 

Lodges of the 19th District 

Beverly Riverside #107  Medford Lodge #178 

Meets 3rd Thursday  Meets 2nd Monday 

621 Chester Avenue, Riverside, NJ 08075  25 Bank Street, Medford, NJ 08055 
   

Burlington #32  Mount Holly #14 

Meets 2nd Tuesday  Meets 3rd Monday 

2308 Mt Holly Rd, Burlington, NJ 08016  15 Garden Street, Mount Holly, NJ 08060 
 

  

Central #44  Mount Moriah #28 

Meets 3rd Wednesday  Meets 2nd & 4th Wednesday’s 

23 Plum Street, Southampton, NJ 08088  121 Farnsworth Avenue, Bordentown, NJ 08505 
 

  

Maple Shade Moorestown #281   

Meets 3rd Tuesday   

15 North Fellowship Road, Maple Shade, NJ 08052   

mailto:rflabawjr@comcast.net
mailto:semartin5016@gmail.com?subject=From%20Medford%20Lodge


Lewis Pinkerton  

WB Alfred D. “Gov” Gilmour 

  
 

  

  

  

  

In Memoriam —  2023 
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Past Masters 

In Honor of our Living Past Masters  

Richard S. Dellmyer   1966 (+) 
Calvin Walters   1974 
Robert S. Middleton, PGC  1977, 79 
Richard A. Godin    1980 
Ralph H. Berringer   1980 (D) 
J. Edward Hunt    1981 
John F. Hall, PGC, PDGI  1982 (D) 
Frederick L. Schmidt   1986 
Howard I. Black 3rd, PGMar  1987 
David B. Stoneback   1989 
Richard B. Lechner   1990 
Owen D. Brennan, PGSB  1990 (+) 
William B. Watson   1995 
Dennis J. Coloski   1996 
Charles F. Markelwith   1996 (D) 
Allan D. Kline   1997 (DMT) 
John T. Kubit   1998  
Richard D. Dolbec   1999 (EXP) 
Borys I. Umyn   2000 
George J. Wigginton Jr   2001 
Stephen C. Sweeney   2002 
Raymond W. Taylor, Sr, PGC  2003 
Peter M. DeStefano   2004 
J. Gary Hicks       2004 (+) 
William J. Ward, Jr.   2005 (A) 

A. John Ellor   2006 (D) 
Conrad Dombkiewicz   2008 
Joseph W. Keresztury Jr.  1976, 2009 (DMT)  
David M. Carvin   2010, 14 
Roy A. Winter, PDRI   2010, 14  (D) 
Joseph A. Knecht   2014 (D) 
Mark K. Crosby   2011 
Edwin A. Michaloski   2012 
Daniel L. Nemcek   2013 
Russell A. Bauer, PGC  2015 
Robert Shestack   2016 (D) 
Jeremiah H. Phillips, PJGD  2016 
Jonathan Murray   2017 (DMT) 
Ralph H. Baron    2017 (D) 
Daniel O’Brien   2018 
Frederick C. Young Jr.   2019 
F. Lawrence Vernamonti  2020, 2021 
John A. Quintana   2022 
 

 
 

(+) = Affiliated (DMT) = Demitted (D) = Dual (S) = Suspended (EXP) = Expelled 
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Past Masters 

In Memory of our Deceased Past Masters  

Frank A. Braddock 1903 

Samuel A. Garwood 1904 

William D. Cowperthwait  1904, 40 

J. Maurice Garwood 1905-06 

Harry Brick 1907, 37-38 

Alfred E. Darnell 1909-10 

Carlton J. Garwood 1911 

Charles J. Hollingshead 1912 

Wilbert F. Branin 1913 

C. Edgar Haines 1914 

Albert F. Kirby 1915 

Isaac E. Ballinger 1916 

E. P. Warner 1917 

S. Thackara Haines 1918 

Fred W. Branin 1919 

Charles H. Griscom 1920 

Henry S. Lippincott 1921 

Eckard J. Ballinger 1922 

Clinton H. Cowperthwait, PSGS 1924, 47 

Charles F. Clymer 1925 

George M. Hiles 1926 

Francis Mickle 1927 

William C. Griscom 1928, 39 

Lawrence G. Mingin 1929 

Garfield Alloway 1930 

Harvey Hiles 1931 

Karl G.J. Bingemann 1932 

Charles H. Leeds 1933 

Ralph E. Curry 1934 

Fred R. Boyd 1935 

Robert N. Henderson 1936 

Edwin M. Johnson 1941-44 

George W. Otto (+) 1941 

George Korradi (+) 1942 

Harry T. McNeill 1945-46 

Edwin Holzschuher 1948 

Joseph E. Bealer Jr 1949 

E. Lester Small 1950-51 

Harold S. Farrow 1952 

Charles N. Parker 1953 

Norman R. DeLong 1954 

Henry Emenecker Sr, PGC 1955, 64 

A. Robert Merrion 1956 

Jerald Carey 1957, 63 

Harold E. Easlick PGC 1958, 62 

Kenneth G. Rexon (D) 1958, 80 

Dean W. Cramer (+) 1958 

Gordon L. Beeler 1959 

Herbert M. Hays 1960 

George D. Richer Jr 1961 

Fred A. Sharkey III 1965 

David C. Morton 1966 

Richard S. Dellmyer (+) 1966 

Francis R. Mitchell, PGM 1966 

George W. Beisley 1967-68 

William L. Springman 1969 

Arnold Earle (+) 1969 

Benjamin J. Amadio 1970 

Thomas J. Fitzgerald (+) 1970 

Oscar Cahall 1971 

Carl P. Rehor 1972 

William H. Moffett (+) 1972 

John D. Cooper 1973 

Richard B. Snavely (+) 1974 

Ernest L. Seth 1975 

Frederick D. Domako (D) 1977 

C. William Cornelssen 1978 

Wilheml Launhardt (+) 1980 

Paul D. Garlanger PDDGM (+) 1981 

Russell C.S. Williams 1982 

Orrin Dillabough 1982 (D) 

Joseph W. Siatkowski 1983 

V. James Minerva 1984 

Alfred D. “Gov” Gilmour 1985 

Edwin E. Wood III, PSGM 1988 

Howard I. Black 2nd, PJGS 1991 

Frederick H. Tillwick 1992 

Ronald L. Hodge 1993 

William E. Stockum 2003 

Robert E. Seufert 2003-04 (A) 

Jerry Albrecht 2005 

Thomas Wright II, PJGD 2007 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 DeMolay New Jersey        New Jersey Rainbow 
 

“In a world too often seen through a screen, DeMolay 
and Rainbow reminds us there are other choices”. 
 
Members of DeMolay (12-21) and Rainbow (11-
20) develop civic awareness through community service 
projects, personal responsibility by planning and  
executing their own activities, and gain self-confidence 
through leadership and public speaking.  

 
For more information on these organizations for your son, daughter, grandchild, niece,  
nephew or neighbor, please call or email me.  
 

RW Rick LaBaw (609-902-7516) rflabawjr@comcast.net 
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Demolay & Rainbow 

This is a link to all the 19th District Upcoming Events 

http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/ 

Lodge Dues: You can now pay your dues on PayPal 
2023 Dues are $158 full membership/ $85 Dual / $73 Senior Members 

DUES LINK 

https://www.njdemolay.org/
http://njiorg.org/
mailto:rflabawjr@comcast.net
http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/
http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=CUZ9XQ5ELCM26
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Mason of the Month 
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Mason of the Month 
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Grand Lodge Golf Outing 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=H4BK9YPN94V3U
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19th & 15th District Reception 
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Grand Lodge Emergent Communication 
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Feast of St. Johns 
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Medford Lodge #178 
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