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Greetings Brethren, 
 
Let me start the year off right by thanking each member of Medford 
Lodge who has placed their upmost confidence and trust in my ability 
to lead us this year. It is a true honor to wield the gavel of Medford 
Lodge. It is also a huge responsibility. It will be my duty to continue 
adding to the most excellent examples of leadership Medford has seen. 
As Issac Newton stated, “If I have seen further than others, it is by 
standing upon the shoulders of giants.” 
 
During the 2023 Masonic leadership confer-
ence I remember the keynote speaker RW 
Yasser Al-Khatib DDGM of Pennsylvania’s 
6th District say the difference between a man-
ager and a leader is a manager lights a fire un-
der you while a leader lights a fire within you.  
Ever since that moment I have been trying to 
inspire everyone around me, not only freema-
sons but family, friends and even patients. It is truly amazing and satis-
fying to see how a little investment from yourself can yield such huge 
dividends to others. This results, believe, in a more energetic, vibrate 
and involved lodge.    
 

On my journey to the Oriental chair my eyes have been ever so slightly opened wider and wider with 
every successive chair, every DLI and every event attended, until, finally arriving in the East. Standing here 
at the pinacol in our Lodge that, what some brethren see as the most powerful and important role in our 
lodge as the leader, means nothing without the brethren believing in you, your visions, and your missions. 
Being a successful leader is the byproduct of not only your hard work and dedication as a leader but also the 
members’ efforts toward the craft. So, this masonic year I ask all my brethren, not just the lodge officers to 
help me lead this lodge to another successful year! Let team work make light work for this ensuing masonic 
year. 

 

Fraternally, 
WM Rudy Hatala 
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Dates to Remember - January 2025 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Tuesday 7th 6:30 PM 

19th District—District Lodge of Instruction 
Dinner 6:30pm       DLI 7:00pm 

Officers: Mandatory All Others Welcome 
Dress: Business 

Maple Shade Moorestown 
Lodge  

15 North Fellowship Road 
Maple Shade, NJ 08052 

Sunday 12th 9:30 AM 

Wheelchair Push at Masonic Village 
Meet at cafeteria. New assembly time is 10:00, transport be-

gins at 10:15, 10:45 service starts and 11:20 service ends. 
Attire is khaki’s and polo shirt.  

Masonic Village 
902 Jacksonville Road 
Burlington, NJ 08016 

Monday  13th 6:00 PM 

Regular Communication 
Dinner/Fraternal Networking 6:30 pm / Open 7:30 pm 

Dress Officers: Formal  / Masons: Business 
Dinner Catered by Femmina - Bro. Franco Coppola 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

Monday 20th 6:30 PM 
Medford Lodge Officer Practice 
All Officers Encouraged to Attend. 

All Master Masons Welcome 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

Thursday 23rd 
2:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

Sunday 26th 3:00 PM 

Medford Lodge Family Bowling 
Free to family 

Please see flyer  
RSVP—email or call WM Rudy Hatala 

Medford Lanes 
665 Stokes Road 

Medford, NJ 08055 

2025 Dues are now due and payable 

Link to Pay Total $161  

Includes Grand Lodge Assessment of $76.00)  

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=CUZ9XQ5ELCM26
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=CUZ9XQ5ELCM26
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PETITION FOR MEMBERSHIP: 
 

In Waiting to Receive the EA Degree: 
 

In Waiting to Receive the FC Degree: 
 

In Waiting to Receive the MM Degree: 
 

Master Mason Exam 
 

Making Good Men Better 

Brother Years Brother Years Brother Years 

Wallace Cabler 41 Richard Godin 51 Frederick Tantleff 24 

Todd Cottle 8 Andrew Kean 20 Paul J Thompson 28 

Alan Craine 33 Robert Marter 31 Daniel Weaver 28 

Jack A. Crosby 34 Nicolas L. Matteo 31 K Charles Westen 28 

A John Ellor 28 Charles Parker 28 George J Wigginton, 
PM 

31 

Jeffrey Fitzpatrick 9     

January Masonic Birthdays 
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Notes from the  
Worshipful Master: 

 

Brethren, first and foremost I would like to say Medford Lodge has had 
another successful year under the leadership of WB Christine at our 
helm. His dedication to the lodge and to our brothers has been seen 
by all this past year. His attention to detail and years of experience 
have led to an incredible year. Thank you, WB Christine, for your ser-
vice to the craft.  

 
There is no slow build to this year’s masonic events. We are 

starting off with a bang! Please review the calendar in this Month’s 
trestle board, we have multiple events available to attend, if your ca-
ble tow allows it. First and foremost, we had an outstanding Holiday 
Wish Luncheon and family adoption with the greatest number of people in attendance and families 
adopted. My thanks to Brother Foster and his team for heading the event up this year.  

 
I wanted to highlight our January social event which is “Family Bowling”. Brother Egan has planned 

an afternoon out for our families. This event is meant to get us out and enjoy our fellow brethren and 
their families. The main objective is to have some fun together because during the masonic year we 
spend ample time away from our loved ones. One of my major goals this year is to include family as much 
as possible.  

 
Lastly, at our regular communication we will have a presentation from Brother Whitney on “Cyber

-Aware: Protecting Yourself in the Digital Age”. 
 

 
 

Fraternally Yours, 

WM Rudy Hatala 

WM, Rudy Hatala 
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Notes from the Senior Warden: 
 
Brethren 
I enjoy history and interesting anecdotes. 
During my year in the West, I will be sharing 
thoughts on just some of these fascinating 
moments and aspects of Masonic history. I 
hope you will find them as interesting as I 
do. 

The Forget-Me-Not Pin 
During World War II, Nazi Germany placed many restrictions against 
any institution it saw as hostile to, or inconsistent with, its ideals. Adolf 
Hitler believed that the Freemasons were a tool of the Jews. His March 
23, 1933 “Gesetz zur Behebung der Not von Volk und Reich” (Law to 
Remedy the Distress of People and Reich) gave him power to pass laws 
without the consent of the Reichstag or the President of the Reich. Also 
known as The Enabling Act of 1933, the law passed due in small part to 
the Nazi Party using intimidation and persecution to prevent all of the 
Communists and a quarter of the Social Democrats from taking their 
seats, detaining all of them in “protective detention” camps. 

 
One outcome of The Enabling Act of 1933 
was the immediate dissolution of all Ma-
sonic lodges in the Third Reich, and also dictated no soldier or member of the Nazi 
party could be a Freemason. Many Freemasons were sent to concentration camps and 
forced to wear an inverted red triangle badge. Anti-Masonic propaganda was spread to 
foster distrust of the craft, including mock lodge displays as seen in the photo here. 
 
 

 
In order to secretly mark their identity for their fellow brethren, The Grand Lodge of the Sun 
started wearing blue forget-me-not pins instead of the square and compasses. This was a 
way to encourage each other to stay strong even in the darkest of times. When the Grand 
Lodge of the Sun re-opened in 1947, they continued to wear the forget-me-not pin as an em-
blem honoring those who resisted the Nazi regime during the war. 
It is difficult to know for certain how many Freemasons were murdered in Europe during the 
war. It is estimated that tens of thousands of our brethren were slaughtered by the Third 

Reich. Fascism in general is not friendly to Freemasons. In Fascist Spain under Franco, it was a crime to be a Free-
mason, punishable by prison terms equal to the number of degrees possessed. Master Masons served three years in 
Spanish prisons merely for being Freemasons. Mussolini also declared Masonic lodges illegal. He had the Grand 
Master arrested (he died in prison), and removed the Masonic emblems at the base of Garibaldi’s monument in 
Rome. 

Michael Chadwick 

      Michael Chadwick, Senior Warden 
 
Sources: 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-enabling-act 
The Grand Lodge of Ohio, https://www.freemason.com/behind-Masonic-symbols-forgetmenot/ 

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-enabling-act
https://www.freemason.com/behind-masonic-symbols-forgetmenot/


 

Notes from the Junior Warden: 
 
 

Brethren,  
 

Greetings from the South!  Thank you for electing me as the Junior War-
den, I am honored and look forward to serv-
ing you and the Lodge this year.  I hope to 
bring you articles of interest.  I start out by 
posing a question to you:  Have you ever 
wondered how serious your Brothers take 
to heart our Masonic oaths and obligations?  
I often have, as all of our degrees speak of 
aiding our Brothers in need.  This sacred 
bond we have to each other is meant to 
transcend all boundaries.  It is a Brother-

hood.  As there is a code of honor serving in the military, there is a code 
of honor being a Mason, what happens when a Mason goes to war?  In 
this column I would like to share a few accounts of Masonic Brotherhood 
in times of war that I have come across. 
 
“A Savannah Story”  
Found in the records of a lodge in Savannah is a story of how, with war 
raging, Confederate soldiers helped a Union Brother complete a Masonic 
degree. According to an article from the Georgia Masonic Messenger, shortly after the start of the war, Union sol-
diers captured the beaches on Hilton Head. Before long, the northerners sent a message under the white flag: A Un-
ion soldier had passed through the Fellowcraft Degree before shipping out, and they wanted to see if a nearby lodge 
could test and raise him to a Master Mason.  
 
Within days, a detail of Confederate cavalry escorted the Fellowcraft Mason and several Master Masons of the north 
safely through the Confederate Lines and over 30 miles of Confederate defenses to Savannah and the local Masonic 
lodge. The records note that this Brother was proficient in the Fellowcraft Degree, and he was raised to the Degree 
of a Master Mason. After the ritual was complete, the Confederate cavalry returned their Brothers to Hilton Head 
without incident. 
 
To me this is an incredible demonstration of Brotherhood, to pause from war to help a Brother Mason get his degree!  
There are many more stories form the Civil War I plan to share throughout the year.¹ 
 
¹Account taken from the Grand Lodge of Ohio web site under Freemasonry and the Civil War: Brothers Uniting in a Time of Great 
Division 

 

George Massey 

      George Massey, Junior Warden 
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Officers & Committees 

2025 Medford Lodge Officers 
Worshipful Master 

Rudolph “Rudy” Hatala 
  

Senior Warden 

Michael Chadwick 
  

Junior Warden 

George Massey 
  

Treasurer 

WB Daniel O’Brien 

25 Bank Street, Medford, NJ 08055 

Email: Treasurer.Medford178@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 

RW Howard Black III, PGMar 

25 Bank Street, Medford, NJ 08055 

Email:  secretarymedford178@gmail.com 

Senior / Junior Deacon 

Robert Foster 

Andrew Hobson 
  

Senior / Junior Master of Ceremonies 

Keith Egan 

Richard J Weldon 
  

Senior / Junior Steward 

Norton Druger 

WB Rigil Abellanosa 
  

Chaplain 

Thomas Beamer 
  

Marshal 

WB George Wigginton 
  

Tyler 

J. Gary Hicks, PM 

  

Historian 

WB J Edward Hunt, PM 
  

Proxy to Grand Lodge 

Robert Foster 

Lodge Trustees 

WB Larry Vernamonti, PM (3)  

WB David Carvin (2)  

RW Jeremiah Phillips (1)  
  

Temple Trustees 

WB George Wigginton (3)  

WB Rigil Abellanosa, PM (2)  

WB John Ellor, PM (1)  
  

Sickness & Distress 

WB Larry Vernamonti  

WB Rick Young  

  

Audit Committee  

William “Bill” Crozier  

Michael DiCroce  
  

Ritual Committee  

WB David Carvin, PM  

WB Daniel O’Brien  

RW Jeremiah Phillips  
  

Relief Committee  

WB Larry Vernamonti  

 WM Rudy Hatala  

WB George Wigginton  

By-Laws  

WB David Carvin  

WB Larry Vernamonti  

WB Rigil Abellanosa  
  

Hospitality Committee 

RW Jeremiah Phillips   

Franco Coppola  

Stewards  

  
  

Educator & 1st Responder Scholarship  

TBD  

  

Committees 

mailto:Treasurer.Medford178@gmail.com?subject=Email%20link%20from%20Trestleboard%20
mailto:secretarymedford178@gmail.com
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Grand Lodge & District Info 
Most Worshipful J. Eugene Margroff  

Grand Master of Masons of the State of New Jersey 
The Grand Lodge of New Jersey 

100 Barrack Street 
Trenton, NJ 08608 

201-362-3982 
njgm2024@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Masonic Outreach Hotline 

800-792-8690 (NJ Only) 
All others call 609-387-1333  

District Deputy Grand Master 
of the 19th Masonic District 

RW Richard F Labaw Jr. 
25 Bank Street 
Medford, NJ 08055 

609-902-7516 (c) 

rflabawjr@comcast.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 

District Ritual Instructor  
of the 19th Masonic District 

RW Steven E. Martin 
25 Bank Street 
Medford, NJ 08055 

609-440-5269 (c) 

semartin5016@gmail.com 
 
 

Lodges of the 19th District 

Beverly Riverside #107  Medford Lodge #178 

Meets 3rd Thursday  Meets 2nd Monday 

621 Chester Avenue, Riverside, NJ 08075  25 Bank Street, Medford, NJ 08055 
   

Burlington #32  Mount Holly #14 

Meets 2nd Tuesday  Meets 3rd Monday 

2308 Mt Holly Rd, Burlington, NJ 08016  15 Garden Street, Mount Holly, NJ 08060 
 

  

Central #44  Mount Moriah #28 

Meets 3rd Wednesday  Meets 2nd & 4th Wednesday’s 

23 Plum Street, Southampton, NJ 08088  121 Farnsworth Avenue, Bordentown, NJ 08505 
 

  

Maple Shade Moorestown #281   

Meets 3rd Tuesday   

15 North Fellowship Road, Maple Shade, NJ 08052   

mailto:njgm2024@gmail.com
mailto:rflabawjr@comcast.net
mailto:semartin5016@gmail.com?subject=From%20Medford%20Lodge
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Past Masters 

In Honor of our Living Past Masters  

Richard S. Dellmyer   1966 (+) 
Calvin Walters   1974 
Robert S. Middleton, PGC  1977, 79 
Richard A. Godin    1980 
Ralph H. Berringer   1980 (D) 
J. Edward Hunt    1981 
John F. Hall, PGC, PDGI  1982 (D) 
Frederick L. Schmidt   1986 
Howard I. Black 3rd, PGMar  1987 
Richard B. Lechner   1990 
Owen D. Brennan, PGSB  1990 (+) 
William B. Watson   1995 
Dennis J. Coloski   1996 
Charles F. Markelwith   1996 (DMT) 
Allan D. Kline   1997 (+) 
John T. Kubit   1998  
Richard D. Dolbec   1999 (EXP) 
George J. Wigginton Jr   2001 
Stephen C. Sweeney   2002 
Raymond W. Taylor, Sr, PGC  2003 
Peter M. DeStefano   2004 
J. Gary Hicks       2004 (+) 
William J. Ward, Jr.   2005 (A) 
A. John Ellor   2006 (D) 
Conrad Dombkiewicz   2008 

Joseph W. Keresztury Jr.  1976, 2009 (DMT)  
David M. Carvin   2010, 14 
Roy A. Winter, PDRI   2010, 14  (+) 
Joseph A. Knecht   2014 (D) 
Mark K. Crosby    2011 (DMT) 
Edwin A. Michaloski   2012 
Daniel L. Nemcek   2013 
Russell A. Bauer, PGC  2015 
Robert Shestack   2016 (D) 
Jeremiah H. Phillips, PJGD  2016 
Jonathan Murray   2017 (DMT) 
Ralph H. Baron    2017 (D) 
Daniel O’Brien   2018 
Frederick C. Young Jr.   2019 
F. Lawrence Vernamonti  2020, 2021 
John A. Quintana   2022 
Rigil Abellanosa   2023 
 

 
 

(+) = Affiliated (DMT) = Demitted (D) = Dual (S) = Suspended (EXP) = Expelled 

In Memoriam —  2025 

John “Jack” McDade—December 7, 2024  
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Past Masters 

In Memory of our Deceased Past Masters  

Frank A. Braddock 1903 

Samuel A. Garwood 1904 

William D. Cowperthwait  1904, 40 

J. Maurice Garwood 1905-06 

Harry Brick 1907, 37-38 

Alfred E. Darnell 1909-10 

Carlton J. Garwood 1911 

Charles J. Hollingshead 1912 

Wilbert F. Branin 1913 

C. Edgar Haines 1914 

Albert F. Kirby 1915 

Isaac E. Ballinger 1916 

E. P. Warner 1917 

S. Thackara Haines 1918 

Fred W. Branin 1919 

Charles H. Griscom 1920 

Henry S. Lippincott 1921 

Eckard J. Ballinger 1922 

Clinton H. Cowperthwait, PSGS 1924, 47 

Charles F. Clymer 1925 

George M. Hiles 1926 

Francis Mickle 1927 

William C. Griscom 1928, 39 

Lawrence G. Mingin 1929 

Garfield Alloway 1930 

Harvey Hiles 1931 

Karl G.J. Bingemann 1932 

Charles H. Leeds 1933 

Ralph E. Curry 1934 

Fred R. Boyd 1935 

Robert N. Henderson 1936 

Edwin M. Johnson 1941-44 

George W. Otto (+) 1941 

George Korradi (+) 1942 

Harry T. McNeill 1945-46 

Edwin Holzschuher 1948 

Joseph E. Bealer Jr 1949 

E. Lester Small 1950-51 

Harold S. Farrow 1952 

Charles N. Parker 1953 

Norman R. DeLong 1954 

Henry Emenecker Sr, PGC 1955, 64 

A. Robert Merrion 1956 

Jerald Carey 1957, 63 

Harold E. Easlick PGC 1958, 62 

Kenneth G. Rexon (D) 1958, 80 

Dean W. Cramer (+) 1958 

Gordon L. Beeler 1959 

Herbert M. Hays 1960 

George D. Richer Jr 1961 

Fred A. Sharkey III 1965 

David C. Morton 1966 

Richard S. Dellmyer (+) 1966 

Francis R. Mitchell, PGM 1966 

George W. Beisley 1967-68 

William L. Springman 1969 

Arnold Earle (+) 1969 

Benjamin J. Amadio 1970 

Thomas J. Fitzgerald (+) 1970 

Oscar Cahall 1971 

Carl P. Rehor 1972 

William H. Moffett (+) 1972 

John D. Cooper 1973 

Richard B. Snavely (+) 1974 

Ernest L. Seth 1975 

Frederick D. Domako (D) 1977 

C. William Cornelssen 1978 

Wilheml Launhardt (+) 1980 

Paul D. Garlanger PDDGM (+) 1981 

Russell C.S. Williams 1982 

Orrin Dillabough 1982 (D) 

Joseph W. Siatkowski 1983 

V. James Minerva 1984 

Alfred D. “Gov” Gilmour 1985 

Edwin E. Wood III, PSGM 1988 

David B. Stoneback 1989 

Howard I. Black 2nd, PJGS 1991 

Frederick H. Tillwick 1992 

Ronald L. Hodge 1993 

Borys I. Umyn 2000 

William E. Stockum 2003 

Robert E. Seufert 2003-04 (A) 

Jerry Albrecht 2005 

Thomas Wright II, PJGD 2007 
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Medford Lodge Updates 

Medford Lodge Committees 
  
There are several committees established by our By-Laws that are designed to assist with a  
variety of items that occur throughout the year.   
  
Relief Committee and a Charity Committee.  Together these committees coordinate charity re-
quests and present them to the Lodge.  Requests for charity should be presented to this commit-
tee for consideration.  Should a need arise please contact WB Vernamonti. 
  
Sickness and Distress Committee.  This committee will inform our Lodge of any Brother, as well 
as family members that are ill and as needed arrange for a visit.  This committee includes: WB 
Vernamonti, Brother Rudy Hatala (SW) and myself.  Please let us know if a member or family 
member is sick. 
   
By-Laws Committee.  The By-Law committee will review the Medford Lodge By-Laws each year 
and make recommendations for changes when needed.  If you have any suggestions please  
provide them to: WB Vernamonti, WB D. Carvin or WB Abellanosa. 
  
A new committee this year is the Communication Committee which will review and improve our 
various communication tools such as: Trestleboard, Facebook page, Lodge website and our 
Medford Lodge app.  
Committee members are RW Phillips, WB Abellanosa and Brother Chadwick. 
  
For more information on these and other committees please review the Medford Lodge #178  
By-Laws. 



 DeMolay New Jersey        New Jersey Rainbow 
 

“In a world too often seen through a screen, DeMolay 
and Rainbow reminds us there are other choices”. 
 
Members of DeMolay (12-21) and Rainbow (11-
20) develop civic awareness through community service 
projects, personal responsibility by planning and  
executing their own activities, and gain self-confidence 
through leadership and public speaking.  

 
For more information on these organizations for your son, daughter, grandchild, niece,  
nephew or neighbor, please call or email me.  
 

RW Rick LaBaw (609-902-7516) rflabawjr@comcast.net 
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Demolay & Rainbow 

This is a link to all the 19th District Upcoming Events 

http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/ 

 
 

 

 
 
Medford Lodge #178 is continuing to collect toys for the Toys-For-Tots 
program throughout this year. It is important that we care for children in 
our community all year long and not just during the holiday season.  Our 
goal is to fill our container multiple times which will help bring joy to chil-
dren all year long. 
 
The next time you are in a store, buy a toy and bring it, unwrapped, to 
the Lodge.  Let’s be the difference for a deserving child.  Information on 
the program is available at https://www.toysfortots.org. 

https://www.njdemolay.org/
http://njiorg.org/
mailto:rflabawjr@comcast.net
http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/
http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/
https://www.toysfortots.org
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Mason of the Month 
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Mt. Laurel High Twelve Club 
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Mt. Laurel High Twelve Club 
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Medford Lodge Sweetheart Dinner 



Medford Lodge Holiday Party 
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Medford Lodge #178 

25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 
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