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Greetings Brethren, 
 
In masonry we hear during the EA lecture that there are three orna-
ments of the lodge: the Mosaic Pavement, Indented Tessel, and the 
Blazing Star. A few years back when RW Arthur Pelzer spoke at a DLI 
about The Blazing Star, I walked away from this encounter with more 
questions. What does the Blazing star symbolize? What is its im-
portance? Where is the Blazing star located in each lodge? We are told 
in the EA lecture that the Blazing star represents Divine Providence, 
that it is located at the center of the Lodge, and nothing more is ever 
spoken. 
 
While researching the meaning and origins of the Blazing Star, I found 
countless sources from over the years, all of which have 
varying interpretations of what this symbol represents 
and where it originated. Some believe it represents the 
star which guided the wise men to Bethlehem. Others 
believe it represents the shining rays of light when the 
Almighty delivered the two tablets of stone containing 
the 10 commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai. An-
cient astronomers suggested the blazing star was a grouping of rare as-
tronomical phenomena. Some believe it refers to the sun, which bright-
ens the earth daily with its rays, dispensing its blessings to mankind, 

and giving light and life to all things. 
 
This leads me to question of where the Blazing Star is visibly represented in each lodge today. Most re-
searchers can agree, it’s supposed to be placed in the center of the lodge. The Short Talk Bulletin article en-
titled "Blazing Star" mentions that after the introduction of Anderson’s Constitution in 1723, which intro-
duced many new symbols into ritual, the Blazing Star was drawn on lodge floors as the prominent feature of 
the lodge. Later it was painted on large pieces of canvas that could be rolled and stored away. Finally, with 
the addition of tracing boards it was placed thereon for instructing new candidates. Thus, through the pas-
sage of time, carelessness, and the omission of certain lecture pieces, it has almost led to the omission of its 
significance. 
 
With so many varying answers, opposing viewpoints, and religious undertones, I feel the Blazing Star is left 
to everyone’s own interpretation. I would like to offer it to my brethren as a way point or a guide that serves 
as a moral compass which directs you in all your actions throughout life. It reminds us that if we make deci-
sions and direct our actions along this rule and guide, then we may finally complete our spiritual journey. 

 
Fraternally, 
WM Rudy Hatala 

Sources: 
The Blazing Star: Masonic Symbol – The Square Magazine 
The Short Talk Bulletin Volume XLIII March 1965 No.3 “Blazing Star” 
What Does the Blazing Star of Freemasonry Represent? – Freemasons Community  
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Dates to Remember - February 2025 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Tuesday 4th 6:30 PM 

19th District—District Lodge of Instruction 
Dinner 6:30pm       DLI 7:00pm 

Officers: Mandatory All Others Welcome 
Dress: Business 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

Sunday 8th 6:00 PM 
Junior Grand Warden Reception 

See flyer 

Fellowship Center 
1114 Oxmead Road 

Burlington, NJ 08016 

Monday  10th 6:00 PM 

Regular Communication 
Dinner/Fraternal Networking 6:30 pm / Open 7:30 pm 

Dress Officers: Formal  / Masons: Business 
Dinner Catered by Femmina - Bro. Franco Coppola 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

Saturday 15th 12:00 PM 
Medford OES Dog Races 

All Master Masons Welcome 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

2025 Dues are now due and payable 

Link to Pay Total $161  

Includes Grand Lodge Assessment of $76.00)  

February Presentation:  
Right Excellent Jeffrey Alexander 
PDDGHP of 3rd Capital District and  
Companion of Boudinot Chapter #3 Mt. Holly  

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=CUZ9XQ5ELCM26
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=CUZ9XQ5ELCM26


 February Masonic Birthdays 

Brother Years Brother  Years 

William Dewey Campbell 17 William John Sawyer 14 

Anthony S. Cannistraci 9 T. Frederick Small 41 

Richard N Chandler 28 Richard L Weldon 9 

Peter M DeStefano 28 Theodore B Wells III 37 

Joshua D. Diamond 9 Theodore B Wells Jr., DB 43 

Conrad W Dombkiewicz 24 Steven D. Zumwalde 9 

Albert E Freeman II 50   

Herman Kruckner, III 68   

Edward A Penberthy 57   

Medford Lodge No. 178 
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PETITION FOR MEMBERSHIP: 
 

In Waiting to Receive the EA Degree: 
 

In Waiting to Receive the FC Degree: 
 

In Waiting to Receive the MM Degree: 
 

Master Mason Exam 
 

Making Good Men Better 
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Notes from the  
Worshipful Master: 

 
 
Brethren, Medford Lodge had a great first communication and 

the officers performed at an extremely high level.  I am proud of Med-
ford’s officer line. We took the bull by the horns and started this ma-
sonic year off with a bang. Let’s keep it up.  

 
Anna Duffy, Kip’s widow, has sent Medford Lodge a thank you 

card expressing her sincerest thanks and appreciation, for all the help 
and support in the moving and packing process. 
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Notes from the  
Worshipful Master: 

 
 

I would like to thank a few brothers for assisting in our January events. Thank you, Brother Egan, 
for setting up our January family bowling event at Medford Lanes. Our families had a great time sharing 
some much-needed fellowship and competitive bowling. Thank you, Brother Massey and Brother Chad-
wick, for assisting in our Red Cross Blood drive. These events cannot take place without brethren volun-
teering their time.  
  
 Our DLI on February 4th will be held at Medford lodge. I would love to pack our sidelines with non-
officers! Dinner starts at 6PM.  
 
 Our February regular meeting will have a presentation “Kipling and The Man Who Would be 
King” by RE Excellent Jeffrey Alexander - PDDGHP of 3rd Capitular District and Companion of Boudinot 
Chapter #3.  

 
The February meeting will also feature our sweetheart 

dinner for our spouses/significant others. They will experience a 
great time with wine tasting, charcuterie boards, and conversa-
tion. Please see the attached flyer.  Please RSVP if your signifi-
cant other plans to attend. 
 
 Lastly, Brethren of Medford Lodge, our OES chapter is 
holding their annual Dog Races event on Feb 15th and their an-
nual Master Masons night on Feb 19th. I would like to show our 
support for our counterparts. Please attend if you cable tow al-
lows. 
 

Fraternally Yours, 

WM Rudy Hatala 

WM, Rudy Hatala 
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Notes from the Senior Warden: 
 
Brethren 

New Jersey was one of the first states 
with active Freemasonry. The Grand 
Lodge of NJ was formally established in 
1787. One of the early Freemasons here 
was John Skene, who was a member of 
Scotland’s Aberdeen Lodge #1. Skene 

was the first Freemason whose name can be traced to the new 
world. 
 
Skene moved to the province of West Jersey (pictured here) in 
1682, where he purchased three hundred acres that he named 
Peachfield. This would later become Northampton Township in 
1688, and ultimately, Westampton Township in 1850. 
 
In 1730, the Grand Master of England appointed Daniel Coxe, Jr. 
of West Jersey as Provincial Grand Master of Freemasons for the 
provinces of New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. Just a year 
later, Benjamin Franklin would be made a Mason on February 1, 
1731 at St. John’s Lodge. 
 
Prior to 1723, lodges did not keep written records until 
The Grand Lodge at London began doing so. Franklin 
and his Brethren who met in Philadelphia began keeping 
official records in an account book known as Libre B 
beginning in June of 1731. 
 
The Beteilhe Manuscript, authored by Francis Beteilhe, 
is one of the earliest official Masonic records. It is 

bound along with an original of the Book of Constitu-
tions as printed by Franklin in 1734, and is now in the 
archives of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 

Michael Chadwick 

  Michael Chadwick, Senior Warden 
 
Sources: 
Freemasonry in America Prior to 1750 by Most Worshipful Melvin Maynard Johnson (Massachusetts) 
Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Lodge_of_New_Jersey  
 
 
 
 



 

Notes from the Junior Warden: 
 
 

Brethren,  
 
Greetings from the South!   
As I continue to read about acts of 
Brotherhood during war, a theme 
has been presented: These acts are 
not Grand Lodge directed, but are 
self-inspired by individual Masons 
upholding our principles of Masonic 
Brotherhood on the battlefield I find 

these acts truly inspiring and to me it means that these Broth-
ers have taken to heart our Masonic oaths and obligations 
and have put them into action instead of just words.  Here is 
another example of Masonic kindness that occurred at the 
Battle of Gettysburg (1-3 July 1863): 
 
 
 
“A private, Anson C. Miller, of Company J, 151

st
 Pennsylvania, was shot four times near the Lu-

theran Seminary.  Left behind by his retreating comrades, he was set upon by a group of rebel 
troops who stole his clothing, blankets, and food until he made a Masonic appeal: “He used those 
words which a Master Mason hears and heeds, even amid the fury and of battle.  Immediately 
there stepped out from among the Rebel soldiers one who remembers his duty to a needed 
brother.  He was a Tennessean – Menturn by name.  He declared that he had never robbed a 
wounded foe, and that he would not permit it to be done by others.”   
 
“Incredibly, Anson’s property was restored, he was evacuated and despite dim prospects, he sur-
vived the battle.”¹ 
 
Do the words in the last sentence of the second paragraph sound familiar? 
 
¹Account taken The Better Angels of Our Nature: Freemasonry in the American Civil War by Michael A. 
Halleran (a fellow Mason), Page 59. 

 

George Massey 

      George Massey, Junior Warden 
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Officers & Committees 

2025 Medford Lodge Officers 
Worshipful Master 

Rudolph “Rudy” Hatala 
  

Senior Warden 

Michael Chadwick 
  

Junior Warden 

George Massey 
  

Treasurer 

WB Daniel O’Brien 

25 Bank Street, Medford, NJ 08055 

Email: Treasurer.Medford178@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 

RW Howard Black III, PGMar 

25 Bank Street, Medford, NJ 08055 

Email:  secretarymedford178@gmail.com 

Senior / Junior Deacon 

Robert Foster 

Andrew Hobson 
  

Senior / Junior Master of Ceremonies 

Keith Egan 

Richard J Weldon 
  

Senior / Junior Steward 

Norton Druger 

WB Rigil Abellanosa 
  

Chaplain 

Thomas Beamer 
  

Marshal 

WB George Wigginton 
  

Tyler 

J. Gary Hicks, PM 

  

Historian 

WB J Edward Hunt, PM 
  

Proxy to Grand Lodge 

Robert Foster 

Lodge Trustees 

WB Larry Vernamonti, PM (3)  

WB David Carvin (2)  

RW Jeremiah Phillips (1)  
  

Temple Trustees 

WB George Wigginton (3)  

WB Rigil Abellanosa, PM (2)  

WB John Ellor, PM (1)  
  

Sickness & Distress 

WB Larry Vernamonti  

WB Rick Young  

  

Audit Committee  

William “Bill” Crozier  

Michael DiCroce  
  

Ritual Committee  

WB David Carvin, PM  

WB Daniel O’Brien  

RW Jeremiah Phillips  
  

Relief Committee  

WB Larry Vernamonti  

 WM Rudy Hatala  

WB George Wigginton  

By-Laws  

WB David Carvin  

WB Larry Vernamonti  

WB Rigil Abellanosa  
  

Hospitality Committee 

RW Jeremiah Phillips   

Franco Coppola  

Stewards  

  
  

Educator & 1st Responder Scholarship  

TBD  

  

Committees 

mailto:Treasurer.Medford178@gmail.com?subject=Email%20link%20from%20Trestleboard%20
mailto:secretarymedford178@gmail.com
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Grand Lodge & District Info 
Most Worshipful J. Eugene Margroff  

Grand Master of Masons of the State of New Jersey 
The Grand Lodge of New Jersey 

100 Barrack Street 
Trenton, NJ 08608 

201-362-3982 
njgm2024@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Masonic Outreach Hotline 

800-792-8690 (NJ Only) 
All others call 609-387-1333  

District Deputy Grand Master 
of the 19th Masonic District 

RW Richard F Labaw Jr. 
25 Bank Street 
Medford, NJ 08055 

609-902-7516 (c) 

rflabawjr@comcast.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 

District Ritual Instructor  
of the 19th Masonic District 

RW Steven E. Martin 
25 Bank Street 
Medford, NJ 08055 

609-440-5269 (c) 

semartin5016@gmail.com 
 
 

Lodges of the 19th District 

Beverly Riverside #107  Medford Lodge #178 

Meets 3rd Thursday  Meets 2nd Monday 

621 Chester Avenue, Riverside, NJ 08075  25 Bank Street, Medford, NJ 08055 
   

Burlington #32  Mount Holly #14 

Meets 2nd Tuesday  Meets 3rd Monday 

2308 Mt Holly Rd, Burlington, NJ 08016  15 Garden Street, Mount Holly, NJ 08060 
 

  

Central #44  Mount Moriah #28 

Meets 3rd Wednesday  Meets 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

23 Plum Street, Southampton, NJ 08088  121 Farnsworth Avenue, Bordentown, NJ 08505 
 

  

Maple Shade Moorestown #281   

Meets 3rd Tuesday   

15 North Fellowship Road, Maple Shade, NJ 08052   

mailto:njgm2024@gmail.com
mailto:rflabawjr@comcast.net
mailto:semartin5016@gmail.com?subject=From%20Medford%20Lodge
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Past Masters 

In Honor of our Living Past Masters  

Richard S. Dellmyer   1966 (+) 
Calvin Walters   1974 
Robert S. Middleton, PGC  1977, 79 
Richard A. Godin    1980 
Ralph H. Berringer   1980 (D) 
J. Edward Hunt    1981 
John F. Hall, PGC, PDGI  1982 (D) 
Frederick L. Schmidt   1986 
Howard I. Black 3rd, PGMar  1987 
Richard B. Lechner   1990 
Owen D. Brennan, PGSB  1990 (+) 
William B. Watson   1995 
Dennis J. Coloski   1996 
Charles F. Markelwith   1996 (DMT) 
Allan D. Kline   1997 (+) 
John T. Kubit   1998  
George J. Wigginton Jr   2001 
Stephen C. Sweeney   2002 
Raymond W. Taylor, Sr, PGC  2003 
Peter M. DeStefano   2004 
J. Gary Hicks       2004 (+) 
William J. Ward, Jr.   2005 (A) 
A. John Ellor   2006 (D) 
Conrad Dombkiewicz   2008 
Joseph W. Keresztury Jr.  1976, 2009 (DMT)  

David M. Carvin   2010, 14 
Roy A. Winter, PDRI   2010, 14  (+) 
Joseph A. Knecht   2014 (D) 
Mark K. Crosby    2011 (DMT) 
Edwin A. Michaloski   2012 
Daniel L. Nemcek   2013 
Russell A. Bauer, PGC  2015 
Robert Shestack   2016 (D) 
Jeremiah H. Phillips, PJGD  2016 
Jonathan Murray   2017 (DMT) 
Ralph H. Baron    2017 (D) 
Daniel O’Brien   2018 
Frederick C. Young Jr.   2019 
F. Lawrence Vernamonti  2020, 2021 
John A. Quintana   2022 
Rigil Abellanosa   2023 
Hugh Christine   2024 

 
 

(+) = Affiliated (DMT) = Demitted (D) = Dual (S) = Suspended (EXP) = Expelled 

In Memoriam —  2025 

John “Jack” McDade—December 7, 2024  
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Past Masters 

In Memory of our Deceased Past Masters  

Frank A. Braddock 1903 

Samuel A. Garwood 1904 

William D. Cowperthwait  1904, 40 

J. Maurice Garwood 1905-06 

Harry Brick 1907, 37-38 

Alfred E. Darnell 1909-10 

Carlton J. Garwood 1911 

Charles J. Hollingshead 1912 

Wilbert F. Branin 1913 

C. Edgar Haines 1914 

Albert F. Kirby 1915 

Isaac E. Ballinger 1916 

E. P. Warner 1917 

S. Thackara Haines 1918 

Fred W. Branin 1919 

Charles H. Griscom 1920 

Henry S. Lippincott 1921 

Eckard J. Ballinger 1922 

Clinton H. Cowperthwait, PSGS 1924, 47 

Charles F. Clymer 1925 

George M. Hiles 1926 

Francis Mickle 1927 

William C. Griscom 1928, 39 

Lawrence G. Mingin 1929 

Garfield Alloway 1930 

Harvey Hiles 1931 

Karl G.J. Bingemann 1932 

Charles H. Leeds 1933 

Ralph E. Curry 1934 

Fred R. Boyd 1935 

Robert N. Henderson 1936 

Edwin M. Johnson 1941-44 

George W. Otto (+) 1941 

George Korradi (+) 1942 

Harry T. McNeill 1945-46 

Edwin Holzschuher 1948 

Joseph E. Bealer Jr 1949 

E. Lester Small 1950-51 

Harold S. Farrow 1952 

Charles N. Parker 1953 

Norman R. DeLong 1954 

Henry Emenecker Sr, PGC 1955, 64 

A. Robert Merrion 1956 

Jerald Carey 1957, 63 

Harold E. Easlick PGC 1958, 62 

Kenneth G. Rexon (D) 1958, 80 

Dean W. Cramer (+) 1958 

Gordon L. Beeler 1959 

Herbert M. Hays 1960 

George D. Richer Jr 1961 

Fred A. Sharkey III 1965 

David C. Morton 1966 

Richard S. Dellmyer (+) 1966 

Francis R. Mitchell, PGM 1966 

George W. Beisley 1967-68 

William L. Springman 1969 

Arnold Earle (+) 1969 

Benjamin J. Amadio 1970 

Thomas J. Fitzgerald (+) 1970 

Oscar Cahall 1971 

Carl P. Rehor 1972 

William H. Moffett (+) 1972 

John D. Cooper 1973 

Richard B. Snavely (+) 1974 

Ernest L. Seth 1975 

Frederick D. Domako (D) 1977 

C. William Cornelssen 1978 

Wilheml Launhardt (+) 1980 

Paul D. Garlanger PDDGM (+) 1981 

Russell C.S. Williams 1982 

Orrin Dillabough 1982 (D) 

Joseph W. Siatkowski 1983 

V. James Minerva 1984 

Alfred D. “Gov” Gilmour 1985 

Edwin E. Wood III, PSGM 1988 

David B. Stoneback 1989 

Howard I. Black 2nd, PJGS 1991 

Frederick H. Tillwick 1992 

Ronald L. Hodge 1993 

Borys I. Umyn 2000 

William E. Stockum 2003 

Robert E. Seufert 2003-04 (A) 

Jerry Albrecht 2005 

Thomas Wright II, PJGD 2007 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 DeMolay New Jersey        New Jersey Rainbow 
 

“In a world too often seen through a screen, DeMolay 
and Rainbow reminds us there are other choices.” 
 
Members of DeMolay (12-21) and Rainbow (11-
20) develop civic awareness through community service 
projects, personal responsibility by planning and  
executing their own activities, and gain self-confidence 
through leadership and public speaking.  

 
For more information on these organizations for your son, daughter, grandchild, niece,  
nephew or neighbor, please call or email me.  
 

RW Rick LaBaw (609-902-7516) rflabawjr@comcast.net 
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Demolay & Rainbow 

This is a link to all the 19th District Upcoming Events 

http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/ 

 
 

 

 
 
Medford Lodge #178 is continuing to collect toys for the Toys-For-Tots 
program throughout this year. It is important that we care for children in 
our community all year long and not just during the holiday season.  Our 
goal is to fill our container multiple times which will help bring joy to chil-
dren all year long. 
 
The next time you are in a store, buy a toy and bring it, unwrapped, to 
the Lodge.  Let’s be the difference for a deserving child.  Information on 
the program is available at https://www.toysfortots.org. 

https://www.njdemolay.org/
http://njiorg.org/
mailto:rflabawjr@comcast.net
http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/
http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/
https://www.toysfortots.org
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Mason of the Month 



Page 16 

Mt. Laurel High Twelve Club 
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Mt. Laurel High Twelve Club 



Grand Lodge Scholarships 
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Junior Grand Warden’s Reception 
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Medford Lodge #178 

Medford Lodge #178 

25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 
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