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Greetings Brethren, 
 
Over the past few years, I have noticed a cyclical 
trend in Lodge, and I am sure I am not alone in this observation. When 
the new masonic year begins every brother is “gung-ho” and is ready to 
attend all masonic events. As the calendar year progresses, the numbers 
slowly dwindle until for the most part, only officers are attending func-
tions and lodge events. It gets harder and harder year after year to retain 
interest within the brethren due to occupations, personal schedules, 
families, and other obligations. 

Last year as Senior Warden I was responsible for conferring the Fellow 
Craft Degree on a class of candidates. I studied and labored for hours 
trying to make that degree perfect for them. Did it go 
perfectly? Absolutely not, but what made me cringe was 
the number of brethren who attended the degree that 
weren’t in the officer line. A big part of the reason I 
joined freemasonry was for the comradery, the brethren, 
and the relationships we share. When I was raised, I re-
member the hoodwink being removed and I was sur-
rounded by a sea of brothers which, frankly, was intimidating at first 
but I soon realized they were present showing their support. There is no 
better feeling than being surrounded by friends that care about your 

well-being and hearing the reverberations of “So mote it be” in a packed lodge room. Back to my Fellow 
Craft degree. When their hoodwinks were removed, I can only imagine the lackluster and deflating feeling 
they must have felt when the brethren could not even adequately encompass the new Fellowcrafts. 

“During the progression through the degrees the candidate is the focus of attention. You were once 
the rough ashlar being made perfect by the working tools of the craft. Once raised in your mother lodge, it is 
up to you to make your lodge belong to you. Brotherhood is not a one-sided, halfhearted, one-way street”. If 
you choose to be a real part of your lodge you must make the effort to attend not only the big event nights 
but also the regular meetings and practices. Be present. One cannot blame the craft if you yourself are not 
trying. My challenge to everyone is to think and decide why you chose this brotherhood and how you can 
continue to be an active member in your Lodge and be of service. Masonry gives us the key, you must walk 
through the door! 

 
 

Fraternally, 
WM Rudy Hatala 

Sources: 
Sources: Short talk Bulletin “For the Newly Raised” Vol, XXV July 1947 No 7.  
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Dates to Remember - March 2025 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Sunday 2nd 9:30 AM 
Masonic Village Wheelchair Push 

Come help Masonic Village Residents get down to church 
Dress: Masonic Polo 

Masonic Village at Burlington 
902 Jacksonville Road 
Burlington, NJ 08016 

 

Monday 3rd 6:30 PM 
Ritual Practice  

All Lodge Officers Encouraged to be there 
All Master Masons Welcome 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

Tuesday 4th 6:30 PM 
19th District—District Lodge of Instruction 

Dinner 6:30pm       DLI 7:00pm 
Officers: Mandatory All Others Welcome 

Dress: Business 

Burlington Lodge 
2308 Mt Holly Rd 

Burlington, NJ 08016 

Monday  10th 6:00 PM 
Regular Communication 

Dinner/Fraternal Networking 6:30 pm / Open 7:30 pm 
Dress Officers: Formal  / Masons: Business 

Dinner Catered by Femmina - Bro. Franco Coppola 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

Monday 17th 6:30 PM 
Ritual Practice  

All Lodge Officers Encouraged to be there 
All Master Masons Welcome 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

Saturday 29th 6:00 PM 
19th District Beefsteak Dinner 

All Master Masons & Friends Welcome 
See flyer—Reservations Needed 

Masonic Fellowship Center 
1114 Oxmead Road 

Burlington, NJ 08016 

2025 Dues are now due and payable 

Link to Pay Total $161  

Includes Grand Lodge Assessment of $76.00)  
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PETITION FOR MEMBERSHIP: 
 

In Waiting to Receive the EA Degree:  

In Waiting to Receive the FC Degree: 
 

In Waiting to Receive the MM Degree: 
 

Master Mason Exam 
 

Making Good Men Better 

Brother Years Brother Years Brother Years 

William R Andrews 48 J. Edward Hunt 51 John W Renouf 20 

Jay Anthony Bellis Jr. 12 Alvin L Jayne 51 John C Rowand 20 

David M Berkey 20 Edward V Kaelin III 20 Robert S. Shestack, PM 33 

David James Brown Jr. 15 Henry E Katkow 20 Roy A Shubert 20 

Dean Alan Byrne 15 Paul Coleman Koenig 12 James H Simpson 44 

John Dominick Cirrinicione 14 Richard B Lechner 44 Thomas W. Smith, PM 12 

John Thomas Converse 12 Harry A. Mayer 6 Neal S. Smoyer, III 6 

William H Crozier 20 John P McDade 20 Jerry P Sorgento 20 

Robert E. Erisman 45 Cameron R. Morgan 17 Kenneth B Sunderland 20 

Thomas Stewart Fearon 15 Daniel L. Nemcek  17 Raymond W. Taylor, Sr. 54 

Christopher A Fenske 41 Daniel Edward O’Brien 15 F. Lawrence Vernamonti 12 

John P. Froggatt 6 Clark David Perks 17 Roy A Winter 20 

Nicholas C. Gondolf 6 Joseph C Porter 20 Peter J Young 20 

Stokes C. Hunt 20 Manuel Ramos Jr 17   

March Masonic Birthdays 
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Notes from the  
Worshipful Master: 

 
 I would like to thank a few brothers for assisting in our 
February Sweetheart Dinner. Thank you, Brother Massey and 
Brother Druger, for assisting in making that night a great 
time for all of us and our significant others. 

Continuing our monthly programs, this month we have our 
SGS RW Stebbins and his presentation on “Building your 
temple: Doing the work of a Fellowcraft”. This presentation 
was just created, and I was informed we have the pleasure of 
being the first lodge to enjoy it. If you are available, please 
be sure to attend and get the world premiere. I am sure it will 
be a great presentation. 

This month we also are saying “See you later” not “goodbye” to a couple of our brothers. 
Brother Foster and Brother Whitney have accepted work opportunities in Florida and will 
be following our Junior Past Master. I just wanted to offer my congratulations and well 
wishes on this next chapter in their lives. Thank you, Brethren, for being active and in-
volved members in our lodge. You will be missed, but we know you will prosper in your 
newest endeavors. You are and always will be a brother of Medford Lodge #178. 

Lastly, as you all may have noticed, I am trying hard to involve families into our so-
cial events. I believe family is the key to happiness and success. I look forward to continu-

ing this trend in the coming months. Keep your eyes open for such events. 
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Notes from the Senior Warden: 
 
Brethren 
Next year we will be celebrating the 
“semiquincentennial” of our nation, its 
250th birthday. In March of 2025, we will 
be celebrating a semiquincentennial of a 
different sort, one that is important in the 
history of Freemasonry. 

 
During the Revolutionary War, Prince Hall encouraged slaves and 
freed black men to serve in the American colonial military. His as-
sumption would be that such an alliance would aid in attaining 
freedom for all members of his race in the new nation that would 
be formed. The Continental Army at first refused them, but re-

versed its decision after the British Ar-
my started guaranteeing freedom to 
those who fought on the side of the 
crown. Prince Hall served during the 
war, but did not receive the equality he 
anticipated when the war ended.  
 
Hall was interested in Freemasonry because the Craft was founded on liberty 
and equality. Before the war, Hall and fourteen other free black men petitioned 
for admittance to St. John’s Lodge in Boston, but they were turned down. Un-
deterred, Hall and fifteen others sought and were initiated into Masonry by 
members of Lodge No. 441 of the Grand Lodge of Ireland on March 6, 1775. 
They were attached to the British forces stationed in Boston at the time. This 
year marks the 250th anniversary of that initiation. 
 
Hall and other freedmen founded African Lodge No. 1, and Prince Hall was 
named as Grand Master. 
 

After Hall died in December of 1807, the Brethren organized the African 
Grand Lodge, which declared independence from the United Grand Lodge of 
England and all other lodges in 1827. In 1847, they renamed Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge to honor their founder. 

  Michael Chadwick 

      Michael Chadwick, Senior Warden 
 
Sources: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Hall 



 

Notes from the Junior Warden: 
 
 

   Brethren,  
 
Greetings from the South!  If you will 
remember from you Master Mason 
obligation, Masonic kindness ex-
tends to our Brother’s family and 
property as well.  This next example 
should be of particular interest to our 
Brothers of the Scottish Rite 

(although they are of the Northern jurisdiction). 
 
In times of war pillaging, plundering, and looting occurred (to 
many, this is an accepted right of war, however, something I 
always found distasteful).  Does our Masonic courtesy extend 
to the property of a Brother? Let us see: 
 
“A famous example concerns Confederate General Albert 
Pike’s house (and impressive Masonic Library).  Pike, who 
later would become arguably the most famous American Mason, had incited Union wrath by se-
curing Indian allies for the Confederacy, and Union troops sought to wreak their revenge by burn-
ing his house in Little Rock to the ground.  Apprised of the fact that the house and contents would 
be destroyed, a Union Officer, Col. Thomas Hart Benton Jr., of the 29th Iowa Infantry, who was 
also the serving Grand Master of Masons in Iowa at the time --- intervened and took the house as 
his headquarters.  Benton’s actions saved Pike’s house and preserved for Masonry a pearl of 
great price.  Pike’s collection of books and manuscripts later became the library of the Supreme 
Council (Southern jurisdiction) of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.”¹ 
 
Most Worshipful Benton actions saved a fellow Mason’s property and preserved priceless Ma-
sonic items that would have been lost forever.  Masons looking out for Fellow Masons.  
 

George Massey 

      George Massey, Junior Warden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources: 
¹Account taken The Better Angels of Our Nature: Freemasonry in the American Civil War by Michael A. Halleran (a fellow Mason), 
Page 64. 

Notes From The Senior Warden 
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Officers & Committees 

2025 Medford Lodge Officers 
Worshipful Master 

Rudolph “Rudy” Hatala 
  

Senior Warden 

Michael Chadwick 
  

Junior Warden 

George Massey 
  

Treasurer 

WB Daniel O’Brien 

25 Bank Street, Medford, NJ 08055 

Email: Treasurer.Medford178@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 

RW Howard Black III, PGMar 

25 Bank Street, Medford, NJ 08055 

Email:  secretarymedford178@gmail.com 

Senior / Junior Deacon 

Robert Foster 

Andrew Hobson 
  

Senior / Junior Master of Ceremonies 

Keith Egan 

Richard J Weldon 
  

Senior / Junior Steward 

Norton Druger 

WB Rigil Abellanosa 
  

Chaplain 

Thomas Beamer 
  

Marshal 

WB George Wigginton 
  

Tyler 

J. Gary Hicks, PM 

  

Historian 

WB J Edward Hunt, PM 
  

Proxy to Grand Lodge 

Robert Foster 

Lodge Trustees 

WB Larry Vernamonti, PM (3)  

WB David Carvin (2)  

RW Jeremiah Phillips (1)  
  

Temple Trustees 

WB George Wigginton (3)  

WB Rigil Abellanosa, PM (2)  

WB John Ellor, PM (1)  
  

Sickness & Distress 

WB Larry Vernamonti  

WB Rick Young  

  

Audit Committee  

William “Bill” Crozier  

Michael DiCroce  
  

Ritual Committee  

WB David Carvin, PM  

WB Daniel O’Brien  

RW Jeremiah Phillips  
  

Relief Committee  

WB Larry Vernamonti  

 WM Rudy Hatala  

WB George Wigginton  

By-Laws  

WB David Carvin  

WB Larry Vernamonti  

WB Rigil Abellanosa  
  

Hospitality Committee 

RW Jeremiah Phillips   

Franco Coppola  

Stewards  

  
  

Educator & 1st Responder Scholarship  

TBD  

  

Committees 
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Grand Lodge & District Info 
Most Worshipful J. Eugene Margroff  

Grand Master of Masons of the State of New Jersey 
The Grand Lodge of New Jersey 

100 Barrack Street 
Trenton, NJ 08608 

201-362-3982 
njgm2024@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Masonic Outreach Hotline 

800-792-8690 (NJ Only) 
All others call 609-387-1333  

District Deputy Grand Master 
of the 19th Masonic District 
RW Richard F Labaw Jr. 
25 Bank Street 
Medford, NJ 08055 
609-902-7516 (c) 
rflabawjr@comcast.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 

District Ritual Instructor  
of the 19th Masonic District 
RW Steven E. Martin 
25 Bank Street 
Medford, NJ 08055 
609-440-5269 (c) 
semartin5016@gmail.com 
 
 

Lodges of the 19th District 
Beverly Riverside #107  Medford Lodge #178 

Meets 3rd Thursday  Meets 2nd Monday 

621 Chester Avenue, Riverside, NJ 08075  25 Bank Street, Medford, NJ 08055 
   

Burlington #32  Mount Holly #14 
Meets 2nd Tuesday  Meets 3rd Monday 

2308 Mt Holly Rd, Burlington, NJ 08016  15 Garden Street, Mount Holly, NJ 08060 
 

  

Central #44  Mount Moriah #28 
Meets 3rd Wednesday  Meets 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

23 Plum Street, Southampton, NJ 08088  121 Farnsworth Avenue, Bordentown, NJ 08505 
 

  

Maple Shade Moorestown #281   
Meets 3rd Tuesday   

15 North Fellowship Road, Maple Shade, NJ 08052   
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Past Masters 

In Honor of our Living Past Masters  

Richard S. Dellmyer   1966 (+) 
Calvin Walters   1974 
Robert S. Middleton, PGC  1977, 79 
Richard A. Godin    1980 
Ralph H. Berringer   1980 (D) 
J. Edward Hunt    1981 
John F. Hall, PGC, PDGI  1982 (D) 
Frederick L. Schmidt   1986 
Howard I. Black 3rd, PGMar  1987 
Richard B. Lechner   1990 
Owen D. Brennan, PGSB  1990 (+) 
William B. Watson   1995 
Dennis J. Coloski   1996 
Charles F. Markelwith   1996 (DMT) 
Allan D. Kline   1997 (+) 
John T. Kubit   1998  
George J. Wigginton Jr   2001 
Stephen C. Sweeney   2002 
Raymond W. Taylor, Sr, PGC  2003 
Peter M. DeStefano   2004 
J. Gary Hicks       2004 (+) 
William J. Ward, Jr.   2005 (A) 
A. John Ellor   2006 (D) 
Conrad Dombkiewicz   2008 
Joseph W. Keresztury Jr.  1976, 2009 (DMT)  

David M. Carvin   2010, 14 
Roy A. Winter, PDRI   2010, 14  (+) 
Joseph A. Knecht   2014 (D) 
Mark K. Crosby    2011 (DMT) 
Edwin A. Michaloski   2012 
Daniel L. Nemcek   2013 
Russell A. Bauer, PGC  2015 
Robert Shestack   2016 (D) 
Jeremiah H. Phillips, PJGD  2016 
Jonathan Murray   2017 (DMT) 
Ralph H. Baron    2017 (D) 
Daniel O’Brien   2018 
Frederick C. Young Jr.   2019 
F. Lawrence Vernamonti  2020, 2021 
John A. Quintana   2022 
Rigil Abellanosa   2023 
Hugh Christine   2024 

 
 

(+) = Affiliated (DMT) = Demitted (D) = Dual (S) = Suspended (EXP) = Expelled 

In Memoriam —  2025 

John “Jack” McDade—December 7, 2024  
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Past Masters 

In Memory of our Deceased Past Masters  

Frank A. Braddock 1903 
Samuel A. Garwood 1904 
William D. Cowperthwait  1904, 40 
J. Maurice Garwood 1905-06 
Harry Brick 1907, 37-38 
Alfred E. Darnell 1909-10 
Carlton J. Garwood 1911 
Charles J. Hollingshead 1912 
Wilbert F. Branin 1913 
C. Edgar Haines 1914 
Albert F. Kirby 1915 
Isaac E. Ballinger 1916 
E. P. Warner 1917 
S. Thackara Haines 1918 
Fred W. Branin 1919 
Charles H. Griscom 1920 
Henry S. Lippincott 1921 
Eckard J. Ballinger 1922 
Clinton H. Cowperthwait, PSGS 1924, 47 

Charles F. Clymer 1925 
George M. Hiles 1926 
Francis Mickle 1927 
William C. Griscom 1928, 39 
Lawrence G. Mingin 1929 
Garfield Alloway 1930 
Harvey Hiles 1931 
Karl G.J. Bingemann 1932 
Charles H. Leeds 1933 
Ralph E. Curry 1934 
Fred R. Boyd 1935 
Robert N. Henderson 1936 
Edwin M. Johnson 1941-44 
George W. Otto (+) 1941 
George Korradi (+) 1942 
Harry T. McNeill 1945-46 
Edwin Holzschuher 1948 
Joseph E. Bealer Jr 1949 
E. Lester Small 1950-51 

Harold S. Farrow 1952 

Charles N. Parker 1953 

Norman R. DeLong 1954 
Henry Emenecker Sr, PGC 1955, 64 
A. Robert Merrion 1956 
Jerald Carey 1957, 63 
Harold E. Easlick PGC 1958, 62 
Kenneth G. Rexon (D) 1958, 80 
Dean W. Cramer (+) 1958 
Gordon L. Beeler 1959 
Herbert M. Hays 1960 
George D. Richer Jr 1961 
Fred A. Sharkey III 1965 
David C. Morton 1966 
Richard S. Dellmyer (+) 1966 
Francis R. Mitchell, PGM 1966 
George W. Beisley 1967-68 
William L. Springman 1969 
Arnold Earle (+) 1969 
Benjamin J. Amadio 1970 
Thomas J. Fitzgerald (+) 1970 
Oscar Cahall 1971 
Carl P. Rehor 1972 
William H. Moffett (+) 1972 
John D. Cooper 1973 
Richard B. Snavely (+) 1974 
Ernest L. Seth 1975 
Frederick D. Domako (D) 1977 
C. William Cornelssen 1978 
Wilheml Launhardt (+) 1980 
Paul D. Garlanger PDDGM (+) 1981 
Russell C.S. Williams 1982 
Orrin Dillabough 1982 (D) 
Joseph W. Siatkowski 1983 
V. James Minerva 1984 
Alfred D. “Gov” Gilmour 1985 
Edwin E. Wood III, PSGM 1988 
David B. Stoneback 1989 
Howard I. Black 2nd, PJGS 1991 
Frederick H. Tillwick 1992 
Ronald L. Hodge 1993 

Borys I. Umyn 2000 

William E. Stockum 2003 
Robert E. Seufert 2003-04 (A) 
Jerry Albrecht 2005 
Thomas Wright II, PJGD 2007 
  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



 DeMolay New Jersey        New Jersey Rainbow 
 

“In a world too often seen through a screen, DeMolay 
and Rainbow reminds us there are other choices.” 
 
Members of DeMolay (12-21) and Rainbow (11-
20) develop civic awareness through community service 
projects, personal responsibility by planning and  
executing their own activities, and gain self-confidence 
through leadership and public speaking.  

 
For more information on these organizations for your son, daughter, grandchild, niece,  
nephew or neighbor, please call or email me.  
 

RW Rick LaBaw (609-902-7516) rflabawjr@comcast.net 
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Demolay & Rainbow 

This is a link to all the 19th District Upcoming Events 
http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/ 

 
 
 
 
 
Medford Lodge #178 is continuing to collect toys for the Toys-For-Tots 
program throughout this year. It is important that we care for children in 
our community all year long and not just during the holiday season.  Our 
goal is to fill our container multiple times which will help bring joy to chil-
dren all year long. 
 
The next time you are in a store, buy a toy and bring it, unwrapped, to 
the Lodge.  Let’s be the difference for a deserving child.  Information on 
the program is available at https://www.toysfortots.org. 
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Mason of the Month 
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Mt. Laurel High Twelve Club 
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Mt. Laurel High Twelve Club 
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Grand Lodge Scholarships 
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Teddy Bear Classic Golf Event 
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2025 19th District Reception 
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19th District Beef Steak 
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SGW Adult Derby 
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Medford Lodge #178 

Medford Lodge #178 

25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 
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