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Greetings Brethren, 
 
In the little free time I have, I often find myself 
at night reflecting on life and my daily 
events before falling asleep. I always seem to circle back to some varia-
tion of the same question, which I have yet to find the answer to after 
many years of thinking. “What is the purpose of life?” No matter how 
many ways you phrase this complex question they all have the 
same thought-provoking undertones. Some literal people tell me procre-
ation and progression of our species. Some parents say we live for our 
families, while others ay “We make it what we want it to be.” All seem 
to be correct. Yet, I’m still not satisfied with the multitude of answers 
and not knowing the true reason. 
 
 
I read the following passage in Introduction to Freemasonry Master 
Mason by Carl Claudy: “The Hiramic Legend is the glory of freema-
sonry; the search for that which was lost is the glory of life. Never may 
we find it here. You shall gaze through microscope and telescope and 
catch no sight of its shadow. You shall travel in many lands and far and 
see it not. You shall listen to all the words of all the tongues which all 
men have ever spoken and will speak- the Lost Word is not heard. … 
Never here is it to be found, but the search for it is the reason for life. 

The sublime degree teaches that in another life it 
may be found. That is why it is the sublime degree.” 
 

This passage brought an “ah-ha” moment or realization that the answer may exist to my 
question but at this moment it is not opened unto my view and may never be. What is needed 
is faith and perseverance to continue. In Faith, that the supreme architect of the universe will 
endue us with all the answers we seek and perseverance in continuing through endless 
obstacles in life and at times, failure. I am hoping in telling you this brethren, you too will 
persevere through your ailments, hardships, and troubles and keep your faith in God, your 

family, and your brethren.  
 
 
 

Fraternally, 
WM Rudy Hatala 

Message from the East 
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Dates to Remember - April 2025 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Tuesday 1st 6:15 PM  

19th District—District Lodge of Instruction 
Dinner 6:15pm       DLI 7:00pm 

Officers: Mandatory All Others Welcome 
Dress: Business 

Mount Moriah Lodge 
121 Farnsworth Avenue 
Bordentown, NJ 08505 

Monday  14th 6:00 PM 

Regular Communication—See Flyer on Page 21 
Dinner/Fraternal Networking 6:30 pm / Open 7:30 pm 

Dress Officers: Formal  / Masons: Business 
Dinner Catered by Femmina - Bro. Franco Coppola 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

Sunday 20th 9:30 AM 
Masonic Village Wheelchair Push 

Come help Masonic Village Residents get down to church 
Dress: Masonic Polo 

Masonic Village at Burlington 

902 Jacksonville Road 
Burlington, NJ 08016 

 

Monday 21st 6:30 PM 
Ritual Practice  

All Lodge Officers Encouraged to be there 
All Master Masons Welcome 

Medford Lodge 
25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 

Saturday 26th 9:00 AM 

Medford Lodge Masonic Shoot 
See attached flyer 

$65/pp pay in advance Rain or Shine  
Shooting event followed by Lunch 

South Jersey Shooting Club 
840 Piney Hollow Road 
Winslow Township, NJ 

08043 

Saturday 30th 5:00 PM 
19th, 15th, 17th & 20th District Reception 

All Master Masons & Friends Welcome 
See flyer—Reservations Needed 

Jumping Brook Country Club 

Neptune, NJ 07753 

2025 Dues are now due and payable 

Link to Pay Total $161  

Includes Grand Lodge Assessment of $76.00  

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=CUZ9XQ5ELCM26
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=CUZ9XQ5ELCM26
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PETITION FOR MEMBERSHIP: 
 

In Waiting to Receive the EA Degree: 
 

In Waiting to Receive the FC Degree: 
 

In Waiting to Receive the MM Degree: 
 

Master Mason Exam 
 

Making Good Men Better 

Brother Years Brother Years 

Joseph F Alter  14 Daniel C Newman 39 

Bradley H Denn  26 Carl G Nielsen    29 

Michael J. Ferry, Jr. 7 Dean K Rainier 38 

Wayne R Hunter, Sr. 29 Frank G Schafer  29 

Gerald P Johnson 38 John F Smith  35 

George W. Massey, III 7 Lawrence Stevenson  29 

  Warren A Zelko  29 

April Masonic Birthdays 



Notes From The Worshipful Master 

Page 6 

 
 

Notes from the  
Worshipful Master: 

 
 Continuing our monthly programs, this month we have a 

presentation by Dr. Ken Cheng DPT. and Owner/Operator of South Jer-
sey Physical Therapy. Dr. Cheng has helped many patients with pain, 
imbalance, coordination issues, decreased range of motion and weak-
ness. Dr. Chang's presentation is entitled “Reversing your biological 
age: Living life without pain and limitations 

 
This month we have our Annual Masonic Shoot. It takes place 

April 26th at South Jersey Shooting Club. For those who have not 
attended this event, it is one of our biggest and most adrenaline-filled 
events Medford offers to its brethren.  Along with the fun comes a 
way for our 
lodge to raise funds for our annual Holiday Wish and Holiday Luncheon. Tickets can be purchased on the 
Medford App or from myself directly. I hope to see everyone there. 

 
April 20th is our mandatory wheelchair push. I would first like to thank Brother Chadwick for al-

ways volunteering his time and showing his support for our masonic families in Burlington. Brethren, it 
would be amazing if we could get some brethren out to assist our SW in these duties. 
 
 

 
 

 



Notes From The Senior Warden 
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Notes from the Senior Warden: 
 
Brethren 
“…very much divisible, with liberty, and justice 
for only those that agree with me.” 
“Every human being, as long as they look like 
you and love like you and worship like you, has a 
claim upon your kind offices.” 
“Do good unto all men, especially unto them who 
are of the same specific household of faith that 

you belong to, but not the rest of them.” 
“Selective benevolence you are zealously to inculcate for men with whom you 
always see eye to eye…” 
Mindless rote repetition of any text eventually renders that text meaningless. If 
the above alterations to those sentences we so often say aloud do not evoke a 
negative visceral reaction in you, they should. 
I’ve received many positive responses to my delivery of ritual. I am sincerely 
grateful for that encouragement. I suppose the only thing I do differently than 
many others is to truly contemplate the meaning and intention of the words I am 
speaking. That also makes memorization easier, if that happens to be helpful to 

anyone. 
 
I urge all of my 
brothers to truly 
consider the words 
we speak. They communicate more to the world than simply a 
combination of vowel and consonant sounds. Masonic light is 
shared not only by our actions, but by our rhetoric. Our language 
betrays our innermost thoughts and feelings to others, intentionally 
or otherwise. Our rhetoric should be that of love, tolerance, and 
kindness. Our actions should reflect those beliefs for all mankind, 
especially the brethren. 
 
We are to guard each other against allurements to vicious practic-
es. I cannot think of a more vicious practice than to stand idly by 
as our fellow human beings are being oppressed by forces of evil. 

The Four Cardinal Virtues of Masonry are not Hatred, Misogyny, Avarice, and Xenophobia. They are Temperance, Fortitude, 
Prudence, and Justice. Any Mason who is complicit in allowing the former should look inward to make sure that their Masonic 
pilot light is still burning. 
 
Every human being does, indeed, have a claim upon our kind offices. Our duty as Freemasons includes speaking up for those 
without a voice, defending the oppressed, shielding the helpless, and lifting up our fellow man regardless of how they might be 
different from us. When the forces of evil attack, our inaction on behalf of the victims should convict each and every one of us. 
What happens to one can happen to anyone. 
History is made each and every day. How will history judge our action, or, our inaction? 

 

  Michael Chadwick 

      Michael Chadwick, Senior Warden 
 
Sources: Plaque from the Holocaust Museum 



 

Notes from the Junior Warden: 
 
 

   Brethren,  

 
Greetings from the South!  This next 
account of Masonic values in action 
demonstrates one the last things told to 
new Mason at the end of the first half of 
the Entered Apprentice Degree and re-
volves around the words “destitute con-
dition and contribute to his relief”.  The 
encounter provided below impressed 

future U.S. President William McKinley so much, he became a Ma-
son before leaving the Army. 
 
“At the third battel of Winchester, Virginia, twenty-one-year-old 
McKinley was a staff officer in the Union Army of the Shenandoah.  
Following the fight, he accompanied a federal surgeon on a visit to 
Confederate prisoners.  In a conversation after the war, McKinley 
described his first impression of Freemasonry.  While visiting Con-
federate POWs with a federal doctor, McKinley observed the phy-
sician handing out money to the rebel prisoners until he had none left.  On the way back to camp McKin-
ley inquired of the doctor if he knew the men or if he had seen them before.  On hearing the doctor an-
swer, he did not know the men, McKinley persisted, pressing the physician for his motives.  “They are Ma-
sons,” the doctor replied, “and we Masons have ways of founding that out.”  McKinley surprised at this 
generosity to strangers, asked whether the doctor ever expected repayment.  “Well, said the doctor, “if 
they are ever able to pay it back, they will.  But it makes no difference to me; they are brother Masons in 
trouble, and I am only doing my duty.  “If that is Masonry,” McKinley observed, “I will take some of it my-
self.” 
 
Eight months later, after the surrender of Lee’s army at Appomattox, While McKinley remained stationed 
at Winchester, Virginia, he petitioned Hiram Lodge No. 21 --- which was comprised of Southerners --- and 
was initiated.  He took his first degree on 1 May 1865, his second the next day, and his third degree on 3 
May 1865.”¹ 
  
Our actions can be inspirational to non-Masons and end up with an unexpected outcome. 

 

George Massey 

      George Massey, Junior Warden 
 
 
Sources: 
¹Account taken The Better Angels of Our Nature: Freemasonry in the American Civil War by Michael A. Halleran (a fellow Mason), 
Page 64. 

Notes From The Senior Warden 
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Officers & Committees 

2025 Medford Lodge Officers 
Worshipful Master 

Rudolph “Rudy” Hatala 
  

Senior Warden 

Michael Chadwick 
  

Junior Warden 

George Massey 
  

Treasurer 

WB Daniel O’Brien 

25 Bank Street, Medford, NJ 08055 

Email: Treasurer.Medford178@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 

RW Howard Black III, PGMar 

25 Bank Street, Medford, NJ 08055 

Email:  secretarymedford178@gmail.com 

Senior / Junior Deacon 

Robert Foster 

Andrew Hobson 
  

Senior / Junior Master of Ceremonies 

Keith Egan 

Richard J Weldon 
  

Senior / Junior Steward 

Norton Druger 

WB Rigil Abellanosa 
  

Chaplain 

Thomas Beamer 
  

Marshal 

WB George Wigginton 
  

Tyler 

J. Gary Hicks, PM 

  

Historian 

WB J Edward Hunt, PM 
  

Proxy to Grand Lodge 

Robert Foster 

Lodge Trustees 

WB Larry Vernamonti, PM (3)  

WB David Carvin (2)  

RW Jeremiah Phillips (1)  
  

Temple Trustees 

WB George Wigginton (3)  

WB Rigil Abellanosa, PM (2)  

WB John Ellor, PM (1)  
  

Sickness & Distress 

WB Larry Vernamonti  

WB Rick Young  

  

Audit Committee  

William “Bill” Crozier  

Michael DiCroce  
  

Ritual Committee  

WB David Carvin, PM  

WB Daniel O’Brien  

RW Jeremiah Phillips  
  

Relief Committee  

WB Larry Vernamonti  

 WM Rudy Hatala  

WB George Wigginton  

By-Laws  

WB David Carvin  

WB Larry Vernamonti  

WB Rigil Abellanosa  
  

Hospitality Committee 

RW Jeremiah Phillips   

Franco Coppola  

Stewards  

  
  

Educator & 1st Responder Scholarship  

TBD  

  

Committees 

mailto:Treasurer.Medford178@gmail.com?subject=Email%20link%20from%20Trestleboard%20
mailto:secretarymedford178@gmail.com
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Grand Lodge & District Info 
Most Worshipful J. Eugene Margroff  

Grand Master of Masons of the State of New Jersey 
The Grand Lodge of New Jersey 

100 Barrack Street 
Trenton, NJ 08608 

201-362-3982 
njgm2024@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Masonic Outreach Hotline 
800-792-8690 (NJ Only) 

All others call 609-387-1333  

District Deputy Grand Master 
of the 19th Masonic District 

RW Richard F Labaw Jr. 
25 Bank Street 
Medford, NJ 08055 

609-902-7516 (c) 

rflabawjr@comcast.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 

District Ritual Instructor  
of the 19th Masonic District 

RW Steven E. Martin 
25 Bank Street 
Medford, NJ 08055 

609-440-5269 (c) 

semartin5016@gmail.com 
 
 

Lodges of the 19th District 

Beverly Riverside #107  Medford Lodge #178 

Meets 3rd Thursday  Meets 2nd Monday 

621 Chester Avenue, Riverside, NJ 08075  25 Bank Street, Medford, NJ 08055 
   

Burlington #32  Mount Holly #14 

Meets 2nd Tuesday  Meets 3rd Monday 

2308 Mt Holly Rd, Burlington, NJ 08016  15 Garden Street, Mount Holly, NJ 08060 
 

  

Central #44  Mount Moriah #28 

Meets 3rd Wednesday  Meets 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

23 Plum Street, Southampton, NJ 08088  121 Farnsworth Avenue, Bordentown, NJ 08505 
 

  

Maple Shade Moorestown #281   

Meets 3rd Tuesday   

15 North Fellowship Road, Maple Shade, NJ 08052   

mailto:njgm2024@gmail.com
mailto:rflabawjr@comcast.net
mailto:semartin5016@gmail.com?subject=From%20Medford%20Lodge
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Past Masters 

In Honor of our Living Past Masters  

Richard S. Dellmyer   1966 (+) 
Calvin Walters   1974 
Robert S. Middleton, PGC  1977, 79 
Richard A. Godin    1980 
Ralph H. Berringer   1980 (D) 
J. Edward Hunt    1981 
John F. Hall, PGC, PDGI  1982 (D) 
Frederick L. Schmidt   1986 
Howard I. Black 3rd, PGMar  1987 
Richard B. Lechner   1990 
Owen D. Brennan, PGSB  1990 (+) 
William B. Watson   1995 
Dennis J. Coloski   1996 
Charles F. Markelwith   1996 (DMT) 
Allan D. Kline   1997 (+) 
John T. Kubit   1998  
George J. Wigginton Jr   2001 
Stephen C. Sweeney   2002 
Raymond W. Taylor, Sr, PGC  2003 
Peter M. DeStefano   2004 
J. Gary Hicks       2004 (+) 
William J. Ward, Jr.   2005 (A) 
A. John Ellor   2006 (D) 
Conrad Dombkiewicz   2008 
Joseph W. Keresztury Jr.  1976, 2009 (DMT)  

David M. Carvin   2010, 14 
Roy A. Winter, PDRI   2010, 14  (+) 
Joseph A. Knecht   2014 (D) 
Mark K. Crosby    2011 (DMT) 
Edwin A. Michaloski   2012 
Daniel L. Nemcek   2013 
Russell A. Bauer, PGC  2015 
Robert Shestack   2016 (D) 
Jeremiah H. Phillips, PJGD  2016 
Jonathan Murray   2017 (DMT) 
Ralph H. Baron    2017 (D) 
Daniel O’Brien   2018 
Frederick C. Young Jr.   2019 
F. Lawrence Vernamonti  2020, 2021 
John A. Quintana   2022 
Rigil Abellanosa   2023 
Hugh Christine   2024 

 
 

(+) = Affiliated (DMT) = Demitted (D) = Dual (S) = Suspended (EXP) = Expelled 

In Memoriam —  2025 

John “Jack” McDade—December 7, 2024  
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Past Masters 

In Memory of our Deceased Past Masters  

Frank A. Braddock 1903 

Samuel A. Garwood 1904 

William D. Cowperthwait  1904, 40 

J. Maurice Garwood 1905-06 

Harry Brick 1907, 37-38 

Alfred E. Darnell 1909-10 

Carlton J. Garwood 1911 

Charles J. Hollingshead 1912 

Wilbert F. Branin 1913 

C. Edgar Haines 1914 

Albert F. Kirby 1915 

Isaac E. Ballinger 1916 

E. P. Warner 1917 

S. Thackara Haines 1918 

Fred W. Branin 1919 

Charles H. Griscom 1920 

Henry S. Lippincott 1921 

Eckard J. Ballinger 1922 

Clinton H. Cowperthwait, PSGS 1924, 47 

Charles F. Clymer 1925 

George M. Hiles 1926 

Francis Mickle 1927 

William C. Griscom 1928, 39 

Lawrence G. Mingin 1929 

Garfield Alloway 1930 

Harvey Hiles 1931 

Karl G.J. Bingemann 1932 

Charles H. Leeds 1933 

Ralph E. Curry 1934 

Fred R. Boyd 1935 

Robert N. Henderson 1936 

Edwin M. Johnson 1941-44 

George W. Otto (+) 1941 

George Korradi (+) 1942 

Harry T. McNeill 1945-46 

Edwin Holzschuher 1948 

Joseph E. Bealer Jr 1949 

E. Lester Small 1950-51 

Harold S. Farrow 1952 

Charles N. Parker 1953 

Norman R. DeLong 1954 

Henry Emenecker Sr, PGC 1955, 64 

A. Robert Merrion 1956 

Jerald Carey 1957, 63 

Harold E. Easlick PGC 1958, 62 

Kenneth G. Rexon (D) 1958, 80 

Dean W. Cramer (+) 1958 

Gordon L. Beeler 1959 

Herbert M. Hays 1960 

George D. Richer Jr 1961 

Fred A. Sharkey III 1965 

David C. Morton 1966 

Richard S. Dellmyer (+) 1966 

Francis R. Mitchell, PGM 1966 

George W. Beisley 1967-68 

William L. Springman 1969 

Arnold Earle (+) 1969 

Benjamin J. Amadio 1970 

Thomas J. Fitzgerald (+) 1970 

Oscar Cahall 1971 

Carl P. Rehor 1972 

William H. Moffett (+) 1972 

John D. Cooper 1973 

Richard B. Snavely (+) 1974 

Ernest L. Seth 1975 

Frederick D. Domako (D) 1977 

C. William Cornelssen 1978 

Wilheml Launhardt (+) 1980 

Paul D. Garlanger PDDGM (+) 1981 

Russell C.S. Williams 1982 

Orrin Dillabough 1982 (D) 

Joseph W. Siatkowski 1983 

V. James Minerva 1984 

Alfred D. “Gov” Gilmour 1985 

Edwin E. Wood III, PSGM 1988 

David B. Stoneback 1989 

Howard I. Black 2nd, PJGS 1991 

Frederick H. Tillwick 1992 

Ronald L. Hodge 1993 

Borys I. Umyn 2000 

William E. Stockum 2003 

Robert E. Seufert 2003-04 (A) 

Jerry Albrecht 2005 

Thomas Wright II, PJGD 2007 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 DeMolay New Jersey        New Jersey Rainbow 
 

“In a world too often seen through a screen, DeMolay 
and Rainbow reminds us there are other choices.” 
 
Members of DeMolay (12-21) and Rainbow (11-
20) develop civic awareness through community service 
projects, personal responsibility by planning and  
executing their own activities, and gain self-confidence 
through leadership and public speaking.  

 
For more information on these organizations for your son, daughter, grandchild, niece,  
nephew or neighbor, please call or email me.  
 

RW Rick LaBaw (609-902-7516) rflabawjr@comcast.net 
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Demolay & Rainbow 

This is a link to all the 19th District Upcoming Events 

http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/ 

 
 

 

 
 
Medford Lodge #178 is continuing to collect toys for the Toys-For-Tots 
program throughout this year. It is important that we care for children in 
our community all year long and not just during the holiday season.  Our 
goal is to fill our container multiple times which will help bring joy to chil-
dren all year long. 
 
The next time you are in a store, buy a toy and bring it, unwrapped, to 
the Lodge.  Let’s be the difference for a deserving child.  Information on 
the program is available at https://www.toysfortots.org. 

https://www.njdemolay.org/
http://njiorg.org/
mailto:rflabawjr@comcast.net
http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/
http://www.19thdistrictnj.org/19th-district-events/
https://www.toysfortots.org
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Mason of the Month 
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Mt. Laurel High Twelve Club 
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Mt. Laurel High Twelve Club 



Grand Lodge Scholarships 
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Teddy Bear Classic Golf Event 
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2025 19th District Reception 
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19th District Beef Steak 
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Bi-Laws Changes 
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Grand Master Golf Outing 
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Medford Lodge #178 

Medford Lodge #178 

25 Bank Street 

Medford, NJ 08055 
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